
NOLA

Written by, 

Heather Rolison

(269) 804-2856
Heatherrolison@gmail.com



NOLA

FADE IN:

EXT. NEW ORLEANS - FRENCH QUARTER - JACKSON SQUARE - DAY

The street is lined with booths and ARTISTS, boastfully 
selling paintings, bracelets, and other colorful hand made 
items. 

Rows of FORTUNE TELLERS are seated at plastic tables, 
beckoning locals and tourists alike to take a seat.

STREET PERFORMERS gather crowds. 

CLEMENTINE (8) stands in front of an array of card stock 
paintings spread out on a tarp. She is dressed in a bright 
yellow hand me down tank top, shorts, and weathered sneakers. 

Clementine gestures towards her cityscape drawings, painted 
in bright creole colors. 

CLEMENTINE
Ten dollars, just ten dollars! 
Painted myself!

Everyone passes by her to look at what other merchants have 
to offer. 

Clementine huffs and places her hands on her hips. She looks 
around at the other artists, all surrounded by customers.  

A GOLD MAN posing as a living statue is standing directly 
beside her tarp. 

An IMPRESSED TOURIST passes by and drops a dollar into his 
gold hat on the sidewalk.  

Clementine makes eye contact with the gold man. She steps in 
front of him. 

CLEMENTINE
You mind moving over a bit? You’re 
blocking my art.

The man stares at her blankly. 

Clementine waves her hand across his face.

CLEMENTINE
Excuse me!

He does not move.



CLEMENTINE
I know you can hear me. 

Another PASSERBY drops money in his hat. 

Clementine marches back to her tarp and packs up. She stacks 
the card stock paintings and holds them under her arm as she 
rolls up the tarp. She tosses everything into her red wagon 
and grabs the handle. 

She picks up the one ten dollar bill she earned and stuffs it 
in her pocket. 

Clementine stomps in front of the gold man. He remains in his 
fixed position.  

She walks away and the WAGON CREAKS behind her.   

EXT. NEW ORLEANS - FRENCH QUARTER - BOURBON STREET - DAY

Clementine drags the wagon behind her, bumping along the 
uneven sidewalk. Her tied up hair sways in the breeze, as she 
maneuvers around the crowd of people.

TWO MUSICIANS in white tank tops bang on overturned plastic 
buckets like drums. Clementine dances as she moves past them.

She spots a broken piece of chalk next to a wooden menu sign 
and chucks it into the wagon.

THREE WOMEN shout excitedly from a balcony above, swinging 
gold and green beads in the air.

People gather under the balcony waving their arms. 

Clementine looks up and raises her hands.  

The women throw them down. Clementine bends down to pick a 
couple up and throws them in her wagon.

She waves to them, then carries on. 

Clementine picks up a feathered Chinese fan off the ground. 
She spreads it open and waves it at her face. She tosses it 
into the wagon. 

She spots an empty thin green plastic liquor cup with a 
purple straw. She grabs them as well. 

Clementine turns the corner.

2.



A parade float decorated in shiny streamers makes its way 
down the street. The people on board throw oranges onto the 
sidewalk. 

Clementine picks up a couple of oranges and puts them in her 
wagon. 

EXT. FRENCH QUARTER - CAJUN DELI - DAY 

Clementine walks up to the deli window. She’s barely tall 
enough to see over the counter. 

The perspiring DELI CLERK leans on the window sill and looks 
down at Clementine. 

DELI CLERK
What can I get ya?

CLEMENTINE
One shrimp po’ boy with extra mayo, 
please.

DELI CLERK
Coming right up.

Clementine slides the ten dollar bill across the counter. 

CLEMENTINE
Can you cut that in half?

The deli clerk nods. 

EXT. NEW ORLEANS - CENTRAL CITY - DAY

Clementine exits the streetcar onto a much calmer, rundown, 
residential street. The wagon bumps down the steps.  

She holds half the sandwich in her free hand and takes a big 
bite. Pieces of shrimp fall to the ground.  

She passes by VINNY, a weathered homeless man with a grey 
scruffy beard. 

VINNY
Clementine, what are you heading 
back so early for?

CLEMENTINE
Tough crowd. They don’t understand 
art. 
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VINNY
Ahh.

Clementine takes the other half of the sandwich out of the 
paper deli bag from her wagon and hands it to Vinny. 

CLEMENTINE
Here.

VINNY
Thank you.  

Clementine places a beaded necklace around Vinny’s neck. 

Vinny smiles. 

CLEMENTINE
See you next week!

Clementine waves goodbye and continues along with her wagon. 

Vinny waves back and takes a bite of his sandwich. 

EXT. NEW ORLEANS - CENTRAL CITY - DAY 

Clementine approaches BENNY, an older teen sporting a 
backward hat, oversized hoodie, and slightly sagging jeans.  
He is talking quietly to TWO BOYS. 

CLEMENTINE
Morning, Benny.

Benny turns and looks at Clementine. He turns back to the two 
boys and excuses himself. 

BENNY
Clem, how many times do I have to 
tell you not to interrupt me during 
a deal? 

CLEMENTINE
Sorry.

BENNY
You shouldn’t be walking around 
here by yourself anyways.

CLEMENTINE
I’m going home now.

BENNY
Wanna buy a J?
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Clementine scrunches her face and looks at Benny sternly.

CLEMENTINE
I’m eight.

BENNY
I’m kidding. 

Benny laughs and shrugs his shoulders. He adjusts his hat and 
walks back to the boys.

EXT. NEW ORLEANS - CENTRAL CITY - APARTMENT BUILDING - DAY

Clementine rolls her wagon to the orange weathered stucco 
apartment building. The narrow building is five floors tall, 
each apartment stacked on top of one another, and connected 
by a steel spiral staircase. 

Clementine struggles the wagon up the staircase. Her 
apartment is at the top. 

INT. CLEMENTINES APARTMENT - DAY 

Clementine parks her wagon in the living room.  

Her mother is draped across the couch unconscious. Her name 
is ELLEN. She is an unkempt middle-aged woman with pallid 
skin and sunken eyes.  

Liquor bottles and cigarette butts litter the coffee table. 

Clementine crosses the room and switches on the TV.

NEWS ANCHOR  (V.O.)
A heat advisory is in effect for a 
large part of the Gulf Coast, and 
it looks like we’re going to have 
to endure the ninety plus degree 
heat until Wednesday, maybe even 
into Thursday. We’re also paying 
close attention to the tropical 
storm forming in the Caribbean... 

Clementine pulls her paintings out of the wagon and leans 
them against the wall. She grabs the items she picked up 
along bourbon street and carries them over to her mother.  

MONTAGE

Clementine decorates her unconscious mother, placing feathers 
in her hair and rubbing white chalk onto her face. 
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She places the colorful beads around her mother’s neck.

Clementine colors in her mother’s arm tattoos. 

She takes the cup and sets it next to her mother’s face, 
sticking the straw between her lips. 

END MONTAGE

Clementine takes a step back and admires her work. The 
display resembles a festive Mardi Gras mask.  

Ellen snores loudly but barely disturbs Clementine’s work. 

EXT. APARTMENT BUILDING - POOL - DAY 

BILLY (7) sits at the edge of the pool with his bare feet 
dangling in the water. His dark caramel colored skin bakes in 
the sun and perspires like an iced tea on a hot day.  

The rear of the tall apartment building looms behind him.

SUGAR, a gaudy thin woman in her 60’s with bright red 
lipstick, is fast asleep on a floaty in the pool, gaining a 
harsh tan line around her giant sunglasses. 

Clementine enters the pool area carrying two oranges.

She sits next to Billy and takes her sneakers off to dip her 
feet in the pool. 

She passes an orange to Billy, then peel’s her own.

Billy tosses a piece of his peel at Sugar. 

Clementine tosses a piece of her peel.

The peel lands on Sugars chest, but she is unbothered. 

BILLY
She’s always sleeping.

CLEMENTINE 
‘Cause she’s a lady of the night.

Billy throws a piece of the peel at Sugar. 

BILLY
What does that mean?
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CLEMENTINE
I don’t know, that’s what she told 
me.

Billy eats a piece of orange. 

BILLY
Do you think she’s a spy?

CLEMENTINE
Nah, too old.

BILLY
Spy’s can be old. 

CLEMENTINE
If she’s a spy, she’s not very good 
at it.

Clementine throws another piece of the peel and lands it 
right on the lens of Sugar’s sunglasses. 

BILLY
It’s so hot. 

CLEMENTINE
There’s a heat wave. 

BILLY
What’s that?

CLEMENTINE
I don’t know, it means it’s hot 
out.

BILLY
We should go to the beach.

CLEMENTINE
What beach? We live in a swamp

Billy looks at Clementine confused.

BILLY
You’ve never been to the beach?

Clementine shakes her head.

BILLY
Why not? It’s not too far, just 
across the lake.
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CLEMENTINE
Have you met my mom? She doesn’t 
bring me anywhere. 

A cop car pulls into the ally. 

Billy and Clementine look at it. 

OFFICER MALICK, a middle-aged stiff police officer, gets out 
of the cruiser and walks over to the fenced in pool area. 

Clementine and Billy splash water at Sugar to wake her.

CLEMENTINE
Sugar, wake up!

Sugar wakes up and looks around. She picks up an orange peel 
from her chest.

CLEMENTINE
Sugar! 

Clementine points at Officer Malick as he opens the gate. 

Sugar looks from Clementine to Officer Malick. She sits up 
clumsily on her floaty.

SUGAR
(flirtatiously)

Afternoon, Officer.

OFFICER MALICK 
Sugar.

SUGAR
You’re looking nice today. Did you 
do something different with your 
hair?

Officer Malick ignores Sugar and adjusts the hat on his head. 
He looks at Clementine.

OFFICER MALICK
Where’s your mother, Clem?

SUGAR
Oh, you just missed her! She had to 
go into town and asked me to watch 
her for a bit. 

Officer Malick gestures towards the apartment building.
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OFFICER MALICK
Isn’t that her car parked out 
front?

Sugar looks at him nervously.

SUGAR
She decided to walk. It’s a lovely 
day, said she needed to stretch her 
leg’s.

OFFICER MALICK
What about that bad knee of hers?

SUGAR
I have a bad hip, but that doesn’t 
stop me from dancing every night, 
Officer. 

Officer Malick looks around uncomfortable.  He focuses on 
Clementine.

OFFICER MALICK
Is that right?

Clementine nods. 

OFFICER MALICK
You’re okay?

CLEMENTINE
I’m fine. Don’t you have crime to 
be fighting?

OFFICER MALICK
Okay, then. 

Officer Malick looks around unsure. 

SUGAR
Are you here to see Addie?

OFFICER MALICK
Not today. 

SUGAR
I’ll tell her you stopped by.

OFFICER MALICK
That’s not necessary. 

Officer Malick walks back to his cruiser. 
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Sugar, Billy, and Clementine are silent until his car door 
shuts. 

SUGAR
He’s starting to snoop around here 
more often than my ex-husband. 

BILLY
Where is your mom?

CLEMENTINE
Passed out on the couch, as usual.

SUGAR
That girl is a mess. 

BILLY
When’s the last time Officer Malick 
visited Addie?

SUGAR
He only sees her twice a year. On 
her birthday and Christmas. He 
seems to care more about you and 
your ma’. Can’t even bother to stop 
in and say hello to his mother.  

Sugar lays back down on her floaty.

SUGAR
If my son ever treated me like 
that, I’d whoop him into next week. 

Billy throws another peel at Sugar.

Sugar sits up, lifts her glasses, and glares at him.

Clementine and Billy laugh as Sugar throws the peels back at 
them. 

EXT. APARTMENT BUILDING - BILLY’S BALCONY - DAY

TIM, a neatly dressed man in his 40’s, slumps over the 
railing with a cigarette between his fingers. 

Clementine and Billy walk up the stairs to his balcony. 

Tim notices the kids approaching. He puts out the cigarette 
on the rail and tosses it.

He waves his hands in the air, trying to dilute the smoke.

Billy shakes his head disapprovingly.  
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TIM
Don’t tell your Ma’. 

BILLY
Five bucks. 

Tim rolls his eyes and pulls out his wallet. He hands Billy a 
five.

CLEMENTINE
Hey, don’t you want me to keep 
quiet too?

Tim hands Clementine five bucks. 

TIM
Now get inside, dinner’s ready. 

(beat)
Would you like to join us, Clem? 
Kathy’s making gumbo.

CLEMENTINE
Extra spicy?

TIM
Extra spicy. 

Clementine nods. 

Billy and Clementine run inside. 

Tim lights another cigarette after the door shuts.

INT. BILLY’S APARTMENT - EVENING 

Clementine and Billy are seated at the small dining table. 

KATHY, Billy’s worn out middle-aged mother, stands at the 
kitchen stove stirring the pot of gumbo. She is wearing an 
EMT uniform. 

Tim enters the apartment and sits at the table.

Kathy walks to the table and fills the kids’ bowls first, 
then serves Tim and herself. 

KATHY
Milk, Billy?

BILLY
Yes, please.
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KATHY
Clem? 

Clementine squirts hot sauce into her gumbo. 

CLEMENTINE
Nah. 

Kathy carries two cups of milk to the table. 

KATHY
To bad. It’s good for you, sweet 
pea.

Kathy sits down. 

BILLY
You have to work again tonight, 
Mom?

KATHY
Had to pick up an extra shift this 
week. 

Clementine gulps down the gumbo. 

TIM
You did last night.

KATHY
Someone has to pay the bills around 
here. 

Tim looks down at his bowl and takes a timid bite. 

TIM
Did you sell any of your paintings 
today?

Clementine looks up from her bowl. 

CLEMENTINE
Just one.

KATHY
Are you still selling in Jackson 
Square, in the French Quarter? 

CLEMENTINE
Yeah, but I’m not as good as the 
other artists. 
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TIM
Your young. One day you’ll be 
better than all of them. 

KATHY
I remember when I was your age I 
would run down to the French 
Quarter every weekend just to watch 
the wedding parades. Always hoped 
it would be me one day. 

CLEMENTINE
You and Tim never had one?

Kathy laughs.

KATHY
We’re not married.

CLEMENTINE
What? Why not?

TIM
Just never had the money. 

KATHY
Don’t say it like that, Tim. Billy 
came along and our prioritized 
changed. I just refuse to settle 
for signing some papers at the 
courthouse, that ain’t no wedding. 

TIM
Someday. I promise. 

They all go back to eating. 

Clementine looks up confused. 

CLEMENTINE
Hold on, where did Billy come from 
then?

Tim and Kathy look at each other. 

EXT. APARTMENT BUILDING - STAIRCASE - NIGHT

Clementine waves goodbye to Tim, Kathy, and Billy standing in 
the door frame, as she walks up the stairs carrying a bowl of 
leftover gumbo in her hand. 

Clementine walks past Addie’s apartment window and sees 
SHORTY, a tall Great Dane, peering out the window.
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Clementine smiles and puts her hand to the glass. Shorty 
licks the window.

Clementine laughs. 

The apartment door opens and ADDIE, a plump old woman with 
round eyeglasses too big for her face, steps outside with a 
leash in her hand.

CLEMENTINE
Hi, Miss Addie.

Addie looks over at Clementine and smiles.

Shorty pops his head out of the door.

ADDIE
Haven’t seen you in a while. Would 
you like to join Shorty and me on 
our walk?

CLEMENTINE
That sound’s great, but I have some 
leftovers to get to my mom. 

ADDIE
Oh, okay then. 

Addie looks at her feet, attempting to hide her 
disappointment. 

Clementine walks over and pats Shorty on the head. They are 
about the same height. 

CLEMENTINE
I’d like to take Shorty for a walk 
again sometime though.

Addie looks nervously at Shorty. 

ADDIE
I suppose, as long as you promise 
not to push him down the hill in 
your wagon again. 

Clementine puts her pinky in the air.

CLEMENTINE
Promise. 

INT. CLEMENTINES APARTMENT - NIGHT

Clementine enters the apartment with the bowl in hand. 
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Ellen is still passed out on the couch. The NEWS ANCHOR TALKS 
on the TV.

Clementine quickly takes three big bites of the gumbo, then 
shakes her mom awake.

CLEMENTINE
Mom! Mom, wake up! 

Ellen wakes, disturbing Clementine’s art project in the 
process.

CLEMENTINE
Kathy made dinner.

Clementine hands Ellen the bowl. 

ELLEN
Good. I’m starving. 

Ellen digs into the gumbo. 

CLEMENTINE
Officer Malick stopped by again.

Ellen looks down at Clementine nervously.

ELLEN
Again?

CLEMENTINE
He was asking for you, but Sugar 
took care of it. 

ELLEN
What is it with that guy, does he 
have nothing better to do?

Clementine shrugs her shoulders annoyed.

ELLEN
That reminds me, you have to come 
to my disability renewal tomorrow 
morning. 

CLEMENTINE
Do I have to?  

ELLEN
I have to, you have to.

Ellen digs into her leftovers, while Clementine watches the 
NEWS COVERAGE of the impending hurricane.
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INT. CLEMENTINES APARTMENT - BEDROOM - MORNING 

Clementine wakes to the BEEPING of an ALARM CLOCK from the 
living room.

She hops up and goes to wake her mother.

INT. CLEMENTINES APARTMENT - MORNING 

Ellen is asleep on the couch. 

Clementine shakes her until she comes too. 

ELLEN
What, what is it?

CLEMENTINE
Your alarm!

Ellen looks at the time and smacks the ALARM OFF.

ELLEN
Shit.

CLEMENTINE
Shit, what?

ELLEN
We’re going to be late!

Ellen jumps up and wraps her knee in a brace. 

ELLEN
Don’t say shit. 

She grabs Clementine’s hand and drags her to the door.

CLEMENTINE
My pajamas!

INT. DISABILITY DETERMINATION BUREAU - DAY

Ellen bursts through the door tugging Clementine by her hand. 

The YOUNG SECRETARY, neatly dressed with her hair pinned 
back, looks up from her computer. 

ELLEN
Ellen Jones.

The secretary stands.
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SECRETARY 
Take a seat. I’ll let Mr. Welcks 
know you’re here. 

Ellen limps over to a chair and sits down. Clementine sits 
next to her. 

Clementine admires a framed painting of a beach on the wall. 

CLEMENTINE
Mom?

ELLEN
What?

CLEMENTINE
Why have we never gone to the 
beach?

ELLEN
You live on the beach.

CLEMENTINE
No, we don’t.

ELLEN
It’s a mile from the apartment, 
you’re close enough.

CLEMENTINE
Can we go then?

ELLEN
I’m not going to go sit in the sun 
and get sand in places I’d rather 
not have sand. 

Clementine looks around the bland lobby. She takes particular 
notice of a jar of suckers on the counter. 

CLEMENTINE
Mom?

Ellen nervously bites at her fingernails.

Clementine tugs on Ellen’s sleeve. 

CLEMENTINE
Mom?

ELLEN
What?!

Clementine points at the sucker jar.
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CLEMENTINE
Can I have one?

ELLEN
After, if you say what I told you 
to. 

MR. WELCKS enters the lobby. He is in his early 30’s, and his 
dark hair is long and styled. He is wearing a brown suit and 
thin black tie. 

MR. WELCKS
Ellen?

Ellen gets up and limps into his office. Clementine follows 
behind her, not taking her eyes off of the sucker jar.  

INT. DISABILITY DETERMINATION BUREAU - OFFICE - DAY 

Mr. Welcks sits down behind his desk.

Ellen and Clementine sit opposite of him. 

MR. WELCKS
So, how has your knee been?

Ellen winces as she adjusts in her chair.

ELLEN
Not too good. I feel like the pain 
is getting worse actually. 

Mr. Welcks looks at her unsympathetically. He pulls out a 
manila envelope and slaps it on the desk.

MR. WELCKS
Can you explain this then?

Ellen grabs the folder.

ELLEN
What’s this?

She opens it to find photo’s of her in a bar fight. 

Ellen tenses. 

ELLEN
I don’t know what this is. What is 
this supposed to be?
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MR. WELCKS
Are you saying that’s not you in 
the pictures? Because it kinda 
looks like you, Miss Jones. 

Clementine picks up one of the pictures.

Ellen swipes it from her hand. 

CLEMENTINE
My mom is always limping around the 
house in pain.

ELLEN
Not now, Clem!

MR. WELCKS
Miss Jones --

ELLEN
You had someone following me around 
everywhere taking pictures? 

(beat)
Isn’t that illegal?

MR. WELCKS
It’s just procedure. 

ELLEN
Procedure my ass! 

MR. WELCKS
I’m sorry, but the government can 
no longer support you financially. 

Ellen takes off her knee brace and slaps it on the desk 
aggressively. 

Mr. Welcks looks at her unfazed. 

Ellen grabs Clementines hand and drags her out of the office. 

INT. DISABILITY DETERMINATION BUREAU - DAY  

Clementine looks at the jar of suckers. 

CLEMENTINE
Wait!

Clementine pulls on her mom’s arm.

ELLEN
Clem!
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Clementine drags Ellen over to the jar and grabs an orange 
sucker. 

Ellen turns back to the door, then looks at the jar.

Ellen grabs the entire Jar and walks out. 

The secretary watches them leave, unsure of what to do. 

EXT. STREET/APARTMENT BUILDING - DAY 

Clementine and Ellen get out of the car. Ellen cradles the 
sucker jar in the crook of her elbow as they walk to the 
apartment. 

With her free hand, Ellen grabs a box of cigarettes from her 
purse. She pulls a cigarette loose with her teeth.  

CLEMENTINE
What are we going to do now?

ELLEN
I don’t know.

CLEMENTINE
Can’t you get a job?

Ellen lights the cigarette. 

ELLEN
It’s not that easy, Clem. 

CLEMENTINE
Everyone has one. It can’t be that 
hard. 

ELLEN
Tim doesn’t.

CLEMENTINE
Because he has a fellery. 

Ellen stops walking and looks down at Clementine.

ELLEN
A what?

CLEMENTINE
A fellery.

ELLEN
You mean felony?
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CLEMENTINE
Yeah, that. 

ELLEN
How do you know that? 

CLEMENTINE
Benny told me.

ELLEN
Well, Benny’s a little shit. 

Ellen and Clementine continue walking. 

ELLEN
You know too much for a kid your 
age. 

Ellen unlocks the apartment door and they go inside. 

INT. CLEMENTINES APARTMENT - DAY 

Ellen sits down on the couch and clicks ON the TV. 

Clementine walks up to the TV and turns it OFF. 

ELLEN
Hey!

Ellen turns the TV back ON with the remote. 

Clementine switches the TV OFF. 

CLEMENTINE
You need to get a job.

ELLEN
What are you, my mother? You want 
me to get up and magically get a 
job? 

(snaps finger)
Poof, like that?

CLEMENTINE
Yes. 

Ellen slouches. 

ELLEN
It doesn’t work like that, Clem. Do 
I look very employable to you?

Clementine crosses her arms.
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CLEMENTINE
Do you have a fellery?

ELLEN
Felony.

CLEMENTINE
Do you?

ELLEN
No. 

CLEMENTINE
Then you look pretty employable to 
me. Get up.

Ellen doesn’t move. 

CLEMENTINE
Get up! Mom, get up!

ELLEN
If it’s so easy to get a job, you 
go get one!

Ellen clicks the TV ON. 

ELLEN
Now move, you’re blocking my show. 

Clementine marches out of the apartment, slamming the door. 

EXT. APARTMENT BUILDING - POOL - DAY 

Tim and Benny are playing Scrabble at a small table. 

Clementine walks down the steps of the balcony and into the 
pool area. 

She sits at the edge of the pool and dips her feet in. 

TIM
What’s wrong, Clem?

CLEMENTINE
I have to get a job. 

Tim and Benny laugh. 

TIM
What are you talking about?

22.



CLEMENTINE
My mom won’t get a job, so I have 
to. 

BENNY
You’re too young to get a job. 

Clementine gets up and walks over to the table.

CLEMENTINE
What are you guys doing?

TIM
Playing a game. 

CLEMENTINE
What kind of game?

TIM
You have to spell words.

CLEMENTINE
Sounds boring. 

Benny lays down tiles until he spells NUNATAK.

TIM
What?! That’s not a word!

BENNY
Yeah, it is. It’s a peak of rock 
projecting above a surface of 
inland snow or ice.

Tim and Clementine look at him wide-eyed. 

BENNY
Or some shit, I don’t know. It’s a 
word!

TIM
How do you manage to know stuff 
like that, but fail every class in 
school?

TJ, a pierced and lazily dressed teenage punk, presses his 
face against the fence from outside.

TJ
Hey Squint, you got any more of 
that bud?

BENNY
Not now, TJ!
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TJ
Shit. Sorry, is that your old man?

Tim turns around and looks at TJ.

TIM
No, but I can kick your ass if I 
see you coming around here again. 
Benny isn’t selling. 

TJ
Come on, man.

TIM
Get out of here!

Tj spits on the ground and walks off. 

Tim looks sternly at Benny.

TIM
You are a special kind of stupid. 

Benny looks down.

TIM
Do you wanna end up like me? You’re 
a smart kid, and you have a chance 
to be somebody. Don’t screw that up 
just to impress some dumb kids’. 

Benny doesn’t move. 

TIM
And put on your damn glasses, 
Squint.  

Benny looks towards the alley at Officer Malick, who is 
watching them from his cruiser. 

Tim stands up. 

TIM
You want to play, Clem? I’ve had my 
butt whooped by him one too many 
times. 

CLEMENTINE
Nah, I should go. 

TIM
Where?
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CLEMENTINE
To get that job.

TIM
All right, have fun with that. 

Tim puts his hand on Benny’s shoulder and walks away.

EXT/INT. SUGARS APARTMENT - DAY 

Clementine knocks on Sugars door.

Sugar opens the door and smiles down at Clementine. Her hair 
is a mess of curls, gaudy makeup is smudged on her face, and 
a pink silk bathrobe covers her. 

Clementine looks up at Sugar, shocked by her appearance. 

SUGAR
You better be waking me from my 
beauty sleep for a good reason. 

CLEMENTINE
Beauty sleep?

Sugar purses her lips, insulted. 

SUGAR
What do you want?

CLEMENTINE
Can you help me get a job?

Sugar laughs.

CLEMENTINE
It’s for my mom. 

SUGAR
Well, I don’t think your mother 
would do too well in my line of 
work, but if you say so.

CLEMENTINE
No, like a normal job. 

SUGAR
Come inside, darling. 

Clementine walks inside. Sugar shuts the door. 

A dusty typewriter sits on a cluttered desk in the corner. 
Sugar plops down in front of it. 
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CLEMENTINE
What the heck is that?

SUGAR
What? My typewriter?

(beat)
It’s like a computer... but before 
computers.

CLEMENTINE
How old are you?!

Sugar sighs and lights a long cigarette. 

SUGAR
Does your mom have any work 
experience?

CLEMENTINE
No.

SUGAR
Special skills?

CLEMENTINE
No. 

SUGAR
Well, she does now. 

The TYPEWRITER CLICKS as Sugar types “EXPERIENCED SALES WOMAN 
AND ENTREPRENEUR”.  

EXT. NEW ORLEANS - FRENCH QUARTER - DAY

Clementine, Billy, and Shorty walk along the street. A small 
stack of resumes is tucked under Clementine’s arm.  

A horse-drawn carriage rolls past them. 

BILLY
Why are you doing this?

CLEMENTINE
My mom messed everything up and 
needs to get a job. 

Clementine pins the resumes to shop doors as they walk. 
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EXT. NEW ORLEANS - FRENCH QUARTER - CHANDELIER SHOP - DAY 

Clementine, Billy, and Shorty walk past a window glowing with 
bright lights. 

Shorty hops up onto the window sill and barks at the lights.  

CLEMENTINE
You want to go in there?

Clementine leads Shorty inside.

BILLY
I don’t know if that’s a good idea.

CLEMENTINE
Come on, Billy. Maybe they’re 
hiring. 

INT. CHANDELIER SHOP - DAY 

Clementine and Billy look up at the hundreds of illuminated 
chandeliers.  Signs stating “DO NOT TOUCH” surround them. 

Shorty sniffs the carpet and pulls Clementine over to a small 
fountain at the center of the shop. He drinks from it.

The SHOP OWNER takes notice of Shorty and the kids. 

CHANDELIER SHOP OWNER
Hey, you can’t have that dog in 
here!

Billy grabs Clementine’s hand and pulls her toward the door.

BILLY
Clem!

CLEMENTINE
Sorry, we were just wondering if 
you’re hiring?

SHOP OWNER
No. 

CLEMENTINE
You sure? My mom is a great worker!

SHOP OWNER
I’m sure. Now, please get that dog 
out of here.
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CLEMENTINE
Come on, Shorty. 

Clementine pulls on Shorty. Shorty bumps into a wooden table, 
knocking a lamp to the floor. It shatters. 

The shop owner jumps out of her seat and looks at the mess. 

CLEMENTINE
Run!

Chandeliers swing as Clementine, Billy, and Shorty run out of 
the shop. 

EXT. NEW ORLEANS - FRENCH QUARTER - CHANDELIER SHOP - DAY

Clementine, Billy, and Shorty sprint down the street. 

The shop owner stops outside her door and points at them.

CHANDELIER SHOP OWNER
Get back here!

EXT. NEW ORLEANS - FRENCH QUARTER/MARKET - DAY 

Billy and Clementine stop running outside of a small niche 
market. Shorty pants loudly. 

BILLY
This isn’t working. 

A NOW HIRING sign hangs in the window. 

CLEMENTINE
Let’s try here. 

Clementine and Billy enter the market, Shorty follows.

INT. MARKET - DAY

Clementine and Billy walk up to a CASHIER.

CLEMENTINE
I’d like to apply for the job.

The Cashier looks down at Clementine in confusion, then to 
Shorty. 

CASHIER 
Uh, just a second. 
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The Cashier walks down a hallway. 

Clementine and Billy look at each other. Clementine shrugs. 

The Cashier comes back with the manager, SAM. He is in his 
50’s and dressed in a white button-up shirt and tie. He also 
has a comb-over. 

SAM
I hear you’re applying for a job, 
young lady?

CLEMENTINE
Yes, but not for me, for my mom.

SAM
Well, if that’s the case, your 
mother is going to have to come in 
and apply herself. 

Sam turns to walk away. 

Clementine panics. 

CLEMENTINE
She can’t.

SAM
Why not?

Clementine cries on command. 

SAM
Oh no, I’m sorry. I didn’t mean --

CLEMENTINE
She has cancer.

Billy shoots Clementine a confused look. 

CLEMENTINE
She’s at her chemo treatment right 
now. I thought I would help out and 
find her a job, so she doesn’t have 
to worry about it. 

Clementine cries loudly.

Customers look at her. 

SAM
Okay, okay. Don’t cry. 

(beat)
Your mom can work in her condition?

29.



Clementine nods and wipes away her tears. 

SAM
Okay. Well, I guess we could figure 
something out. How about you have 
her come in tomorrow and we can 
chat. 

CLEMENTINE
Thank you, sir.

SAM
Okay.

(beat)
Take care.

Sam scratches his head and paces back to his office. 

Clementine and Billy leave the market. 

EXT. NEW ORLEANS - MARKET - DAY 

Billy turns to Clementine in shock. 

BILLY
What the heck was that?!

CLEMENTINE
What?

BILLY
You just made all that up! 

CLEMENTINE
It only counts as lying if you get 
caught.  

Clementine walks off with Shorty.

Billy follows. 

INT. CLEMENTINES APARTMENT - DAY 

Clementine runs into the apartment. 

Ellen is passed out on the couch. The TV is ON. 

CLEMENTINE
Mom! Mom!

Clementine shakes her mom awake. 
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ELLEN
What? 

CLEMENTINE
I got you a job.

Still half asleep, Ellen looks at her confused.

ELLEN
No, you didn’t. What are you 
talking about?

CLEMENTINE
At the market!

ELLEN
Well, shit. How did you do that?

CLEMENTINE
I may have told the manager you had 
cancer. 

Ellen glares at Clementine. 

ELLEN
Clementine!

CLEMENTINE
What? You’re a good liar. 

Ellen shrugs in agreement 

CLEMENTINE
He wants you to go in tomorrow. 

ELLEN
Okay.

EXT. BILLY'S APARTMENT - DAY 

Clementine knocks on the apartment door. 

Tim opens the door and grins down at her.

TIM
Hey, Clem, just in time for dinner. 

INT. BILLY'S APARTMENT - DAY 

Tim, Billy, and Clementine are seated at the table. 
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There are styrofoam containers of mashed potatoes, gravy, and 
corn on the table. 

Kathy comes into the dining room carrying a bucket of 
chicken.

KATHY
Sorry, guys. Had to work late, so I 
picked this up. 

Kathy sets the bucket down.  

Kathy notices Clementine. 

KATHY
Hey, sweet pea, I didn’t know you 
were having dinner with us. 

CLEMENTINE
Oh --

TIM
I said it was okay. 

Kathy looks at Tim concerned. 

KATHY
That’s okay, I’m not very hungry.

Kathy sits down. 

They fill their plates. 

Kathy takes small portions of the side dishes. 

KATHY
Billy told us you got your mom a 
job today. 

CLEMENTINE
Yeah, at the market downtown. 

TIM
You never cease to impress me, 
sweet pea. 

Clementine takes a bite of a chicken leg. 

CLEMENTINE
I started planning your wedding. 

KATHY
Yeah?
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CLEMENTINE
Yeah. We will have it down by the 
pool, and everyone can come. I’ll 
be your maid of honor, of course.

TIM
That’s very nice of you, Clem, but 
we still can’t afford a wedding 
right now. 

Kathy looks down at her plate. 

Clementine sets her chicken leg down. 

CLEMENTINE
We can raise the money.

TIM
Clementine, don’t you worry about 
that.

KATHY 
We don’t need to be married on 
paper. We’re married by heart. 

CLEMENTINE
You deserve to be both. 

INT. BILLY'S APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM - LATER

Clementine and Billy are playing video games in the living 
room while Tim sits in a chair reading the newspaper. 

Kathy walks into the living room.

KATHY
Tim, can I talk to you in the 
kitchen?

Tim sets the paper on the side table. 

TIM
Sure.

INT. BILLY'S APARTMENT - KITCHEN - EVENING

Tim enters the kitchen.

Kathy holds up an envelope. She hands it to Tim. 

TIM
What’s this?
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KATHY
The bills we can’t pay.

TIM
What? I thought we were doing okay 
with all your overtime.

KATHY
I’m not making as much as I used 
too.

TIM
What do we do?

KATHY
Getting some help around here would 
be nice. 

TIM
You know I’m trying.

KATHY
I know, but you better start trying 
harder, because I can’t do this on 
my own, not with this job. 

TIM
Are we going to lose the house? 

KATHY
I don’t know. 

TIM
What do we tell Billy?

KATHY
Nothing. 

Tim throws the envelope on the counter. 

TIM
I’m sorry. 

KATHY
I know. 

Billy walks into the kitchen. 

BILLY
Mom, can we have popsicles?

KATHY
Sure.
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BILLY
Yes!

Billy runs to the fridge and pulls two popsicles out of the 
freezer. 

INT. CLEMENTINES APARTMENT - BEDROOM - MORNING

The ALARM CLOCK BEEPS.

Clementine sits up in her bed.

INT. CLEMENTINES APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM - MORNING

Clementine walks into the living room and grabs a sucker from 
the sucker jar on the counter. 

She shakes her mom awake. 

CLEMENTINE
Mom? Mom, get up. You can’t be 
late.

Ellen sits up in a daze. 

ELLEN
I’m up, I’m up. 

Clementine picks a shirt up off of the floor. She smells it. 

CLEMENTINE
Put this on. 

Ellen gets dressed. 

CLEMENTINE
Do you have your papers?

ELLEN
Yes. 

CLEMENTINE
Okay, let’s go. 

Ellen stops. 

ELLEN
What do you mean “let’s”?

CLEMENTINE
I’m going to walk you. 
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ELLEN
I am not about to let my eight-year-
old daughter walk me to work. 

CLEMENTINE
But Mom, you have cancer!

Ellen rolls her eyes. 

INT. STREETCAR - DAY 

Ellen and Clementine sit silently, facing forward on the 
moving streetcar. Clementine licks her sucker. 

EXT. NEW ORLEANS - FRENCH QUARTER - DAY 

Ellen and Clementine get off the streetcar.

Clementine grabs Ellen’s hand. Ellen looks down at her. 

EXT. NEW ORLEANS - FRENCH QUARTER - MARKET - DAY

Ellen and Clementine walk up to the storefront. 

CLEMENTINE
Are you ready?

ELLEN
No. 

CLEMENTINE
Don’t mess this up.

ELLEN
Yeah, yeah.

CLEMENTINE
I mean it. 

ELLEN
What kind of person fires someone 
with cancer?

CLEMENTINE
Good point. Just don’t push it, 
okay?

ELLEN
Okay, okay. When did you become my 
mother? Get home. 
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Clementine proudly watches Ellen walk into the market. 

INT. CLEMENTINES APARTMENT - DAY 

The RADIO IS PLAYING. 

MONTAGE

Clementine throws bright colored streamers around the house. 

She pretends to have a cooking show. Dirty pots and pans 
litter the kitchen, and something burns on the stove. 

She smears Play-doh on the wall artistically.  

She baths shorty in the bathtub. Shorty shakes water all over 
the bathroom. 

END MONTAGE

INT. MARKET - DAY 

Ellen rings up a customer’s items. 

She bags the items and hands them to the customer unenthused. 

ELLEN
Have a nice day. 

The customer leaves. 

Sam walks up to Ellen.

SAM
How are things going?

ELLEN
Fine. I think I got the register 
figured out.

SAM
No, I mean with the -- your cancer.

Ellen looks at him as she prepares an answer. 

ELLEN
Well, ya know, cancer. 
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SAM
My father died of lung cancer a few 
years back. What kind is it?

ELLEN
Oh, I have the lung cancer as well. 

Ellen coughs. 

SAM
Gosh, I’m sorry to hear that. If 
you need anything just let me know. 

ELLEN
I could use a break. The treatments 
have taken a lot out of me. 

SAM
Sure, sure. Of course. 

Ellen walks towards the back door. Sam follows her. 

SAM
How is your daughter handling it 
all? Clementine, right? She seems 
to care for you a lot. Sweet girl. 

ELLEN
Yes, she likes to think she’s in 
charge sometimes.

SAM
Well, she loves you very much. 

Ellen looks down remorsefully. 

Sam steps towards his office awkwardly. 

SAM
I’ll let you get to it. 

INT. CLEMENTINES APARTMENT - DAY

Clementine throws a ball back and forth at a wall while lying 
on the floor. It knocks down a picture of her and her mom. 

There is a KNOCK at the DOOR. 

The apartment is trashed. 

Clementine opens the door, and Officer Malick stares down at 
her. He looks up at the mess. 
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Clementine’s mouth drops wide open.  

CLEMENTINE
Wrong apartment. Addie is 
downstairs. 

(beat)
Bye. 

She slams the door shut.  

OFFICER MALICK (O.S.)
Clementine. 

CLEMENTINE
Go away!

OFFICER MALICK (O.S.)
Clementine, open the door. You’re 
not in trouble. 

Clementine looks around the apartment nervously. 

OFFICER MALICK
Now, Clementine.

Clementine opens the door and looks up at him. 

OFFICER MALICK
Where is your mother?

CLEMENTINE
Work. 

She slowly attempts to close the door, just enough to hide 
her mess.

Officer Malick pushes the door back open. 

OFFICER MALICK
Ellen doesn’t have a job.

CLEMENTINE
She does now. 

OFFICER MALICK
She lost her disability yesterday, 
how does she have a job already? 

CLEMENTINE
My mother works very hard to take 
care of me.

Officer Malick’s eyes wander around the apartment. 
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OFFICER MALICK
I can see that.

CLEMENTINE
Gotta go. 

Clementine tries to shut the door. Officer Malick stops the 
door with his boot. 

OFFICER MALICK
Hang on. Did she just leave you 
here all alone?

CLEMENTINE
Uh...

KATHY (O.S.)
Afternoon, Officer!

Kathy runs up to Officer Malick on the balcony.  

KATHY
I just ran to my apartment real 
quick to make a call. Is everything 
all right?

OFFICER MALICK
You’re watching her?

KATHY
Yes, I was only gone a minute. I’m 
just downstairs. 

OFFICER MALICK
So, you had a hand in this mess 
then?

Kathy looks inside the apartment. Her mouth drops, but she 
quickly hides her surprise. 

KATHY
Yes, she wants to be an artist, so 
I figured who am I to stop her 
creativity. We’ll have it cleaned 
up before Ellen get’s home. 

(Kathy glares at 
Clementine)

Won’t we, sweet pea?

Clementine nods. 

Officer Malick looks between them. 
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OFFICER MALICK
Well, I guess I’ll leave you to it 
then. 

Officer Malick walks away. 

Kathy smiles until he disappears down the stairs. She glares 
at Clementine. 

Clementine smiles nervously. 

INT. CLEMENTINES APARTMENT - DAY

Clementine replaces her markers in a plastic bin.

Kathy stands in the kitchen scrubbing a dirty pot. 

KATHY
What were you trying to make?

Clementine shrugs. 

Kathy rolls her eyes and scrubs the pot. 

KATHY
You know your mother would have had 
your ass if she came home to this 
mess, Clem. 

Clementine scrapes Play-doh off of the wall. 

KATHY
She needs to stop leaving you home 
alone. Malick was this close to 
having enough on your mom to call 
CPS. I swear I can’t keep biting my 
tongue around that woman. 

Clementine throws the Play-doh into the trash. 

INT. MARKET - DAY

Ellen grabs her purse and walks towards the door. 

SAM (O.S.)
Hey, Ellen?

Ellen rolls her eyes and turns around to face Sam. 

SAM
You did great today.
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ELLEN
Thank you. 

SAM
Are you feeling okay?

ELLEN
Yes. 

Ellen turns back to the door. 

SAM
Okay, I’ll see you tomorrow. Tell 
Clementine I said hello.

Ellen flashes a fake smile. 

EXT. NEW ORLEANS - MARKET - DAY 

Ellen sticks a cigarette in her mouth and lights it.  She 
sighs with relief. 

INT. CLEMENTINES APARTMENT - DAY

Ellen walks into the apartment.  It is spotless.  

Clementine is sitting on the couch next to Kathy. 

Kathy stands up. 

KATHY
Go to your room for a bit, sweet 
pea.

Clementine gets up and goes to her room. 

Ellen sets her purse on the counter and looks at Kathy 
curiously. 

ELLEN
What’s this about. 

KATHY
You need to get your shit together 
and take care of that little girl. 

ELLEN
Excuse me?

KATHY
You heard me. If it wasn’t for us, 
she wouldn’t have a decent meal. 

(MORE)
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She wouldn’t be looked after. God 
knows what kind of condition she 
would be in. 

INT. CLEMENTINES APARTMENT - BEDROOM - SAME TIME

Clementine leans against the door cradling a teddy bear. 

ELLEN (O.S.)
What makes you think you can come 
into MY house and tell me how to 
take care of MY kid?

KATHY (O.S.)
Maybe because I’m the one raising 
her. 

INT. CLEMENTINES APARTMENT - SAME TIME

Ellen and Kathy stand facing each other. 

ELLEN
Get out.

KATHY
No, I’m not finished here. That 
officer who’s been tailing your ass 
showed up today. You’re lucky I was 
on my way out to get groceries and 
saw him halfway in your door. You 
left her here alone? He could have 
taken her right then and there. 
What is wrong with you?! 

Ellen looks down at the ground angrily. 

ELLEN
Are you done?

Kathy gets in Ellen’s face. 

KATHY
If you don’t start taking care of 
that girl, I’ll haul her away 
myself, and I won’t think twice 
about it. She deserves better than 
you. 

Kathy leaves, slamming the door. 

Ellen sees that Clementine is peaking out of the bedroom 
door. 

KATHY (CONT'D)
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ELLEN
Clem.

Clementine shuts the door. 

EXT. APARTMENT BUILDING - POOL - DAY 

Sugar is sprawled out on a lounge chair. 

Clementine and Billy are in there swimsuits laying head to 
toe on a float in the pool. 

Clementine splashes her hand through the water.

CLEMENTINE
Is this what a beach is like?

BILLY
Not really. 

CLEMENTINE
What’s it like?

BILLY
There’s lots of people, 
sandcastles. So much water, you can 
pee in it, and no one would know. 

CLEMENTINE
Sandcastles?

BILLY
Yeah, castles you make out of the 
sand.

CLEMENTINE
Whoa. 

Clementine rolls onto her stomach and looks at Billy. 

CLEMENTINE
Does it go on forever, the ocean?

BILLY
No, it stops somewhere. I think. 

CLEMENTINE
Sugar?

SUGAR
What?

44.



CLEMENTINE
Does the ocean go on forever?

SUGAR
Yep. 

CLEMENTINE
Damn... 

Clementine moves abruptly, knocking Billy and herself off the 
float. 

Billy resurfaces and grabs onto the float. 

Clementine grabs onto the opposite side. 

BILLY
I hate you.

CLEMENTINE
No, you don’t.

Clementine flashes a big smile. 

CLEMENTINE
We need to start raising money for 
your mom and dad’s wedding. 

BILLY
They said no. 

CLEMENTINE
So, it’ll be a surprise. Don’t you 
want them to get married?

BILLY
Yeah, but how are we going to get 
all that money. 

CLEMENTINE
We’re cute, it’ll be easy.

Clementine paddles to the edge of the pool. 

She climbs out and walks up to Sugar. 

CLEMENTINE
Sugar?

Sugar pushes her glasses up and squints at Clementine. 

SUGAR
Move to the left a bit.
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Clementine moves, blocking the sun from Sugars face. 

CLEMENTINE
Can I have some money?

SUGAR
For what?

CLEMENTINE
Billy and I are raising money for 
Tim and Kathy’s wedding. 

Sugar pulls a wad of dollar bills out of her suit top. 

SUGAR
Put that towards the alcohol funds. 
Can’t have a decent wedding without 
booze. 

CLEMENTINE
Sure. 

Clementine walks back to the pool.

Sugar adjusts her tank top and replaces her glasses. 

Clementine flashes the money at Billy. 

EXT. ADDIES APARTMENT - DAY 

Clementine and Billy approach Addie's door. Clementine has a 
silver coffee can in her hand with a piece of construction 
paper wrapped around it that says WEDDING FUND.  

Clementine knocks on the door. 

Addie opens the door, Shorty is standing next to her.

ADDIE
Oh, what a surprise. 

CLEMENTINE
Hi, Miss Addie, would you like to 
donate to Tim and Kathy’s wedding?

BILLY
Please?

Addie smiles.

ADDIE
Oh, how sweet of you two. Let me go 
grab my change purse. 
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Addie shuffles back into the apartment. 

ADDIE (O.S.)
Come in, don’t be shy. 

Clementine and Billy enter the apartment. 

INT. ADDIES APARTMENT - DAY 

The apartment is filled with old knick-knacks and an abnormal 
amount of coco clocks. 

Addie pulls a small coin purse out of a basket on the 
counter. 

Billy pets Shorty. 

Addie comes back and dumps her change into the tin can. 

Clementine sticks her head in the can and looks.

CLEMENTINE
That’s it?

Billy hits Clementine’s arm. 

BILLY
Clem! 

CLEMENTINE
Sorry, thank you!

ADDIE
Of course, dear. 

Clementine and Billy turn towards the door.

ADDIE
Leaving so soon?

Addie looks at them with sad eyes framed by those big oval 
glasses.

Clementine and Billy look at Addie sympathetically. 

CLEMENTINE
We would stay and visit, but we 
have a lot of money to raise.

ADDIE
Oh, all right. Have fun kids.

Clementine and Billy leave. 
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AROUND NEW ORLEANS - MONTAGE

Clementine and Billy knock on many apartment doors.

Coins fall into the tin. 

Vinny pours some change into the tin. 

END MONTAGE

EXT. APARTMENT BUILDING - POOL - DAY 

Clementine and Billy sit at a table. 

The money from the tin is spilled out on the table while they 
count it. 

CLEMENTINE
A hundred and four dollars and 
fifty-two cents! That’s it?!

BILLY
That’s not enough?

CLEMENTINE
No, Billy! We need food, 
decorations, a photographer, a DJ! 
The city charges a hundred alone 
for the parade, so that leaves us 
four dollars. 

BILLY
And fifty-two cents. 

CLEMENTINE
What are we going to do now?

Benny walks in through the gate. He is wearing his glasses. 

CLEMENTINE
Benny! Donate to Tim and Kathy’s 
wedding, please?!

Benny walks over to them. 

BENNY
What are you guys doing?

BILLY
Raising money for my parents’ 
wedding. 
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BENNY
They’re finally getting married?

CLEMENTINE
Yep!

Benny pulls a hundred dollar bill from his pocket and puts it 
in the tin. 

Clementine picks it up and stares at it in awe.

CLEMENTINE
I’ve never seen one of these 
before. 

BILLY
I didn’t think they existed. 

BENNY
Consider it their wedding gift. 

Benny walks off. 

CLEMENTINE
Wait!

Benny turns around. 

BENNY
What?

CLEMENTINE
Where did you get this?

BENNY
Where do you think?

CLEMENTINE
Can you get us more?

BENNY
Do I look like a bank to you?

CLEMENTINE
We don’t have enough money. We 
don’t know what else to do.

BENNY
I got an idea. 

BILLY
We’re not going to sell drugs. 

Benny looks at him, offended. 
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EXT. NEW ORLEANS - DAY 

Clementine and Billy sit against a brick wall with the tin 
can in front of them that reads MOM HAS CANCER, ANYTHING 
HELPS. The can is nearly full.

A WOMAN walks by and looks down at the kids sympathetically. 

The woman places money in the can. 

Billy leans in close to Clementine. 

BILLY
I can’t believe this is working.

CLEMENTINE
I think we have enough. 

Clementine and Billy get up and skip down the street. 

INT. BILLY'S APARTMENT - DAY 

Clementine and Billy run into the apartment.

Tim and Kathy are sitting at the table. Kathy has a stack of 
envelopes in her hand. They both look upset. 

Clementine rips the construction paper off the tin and hides 
it behind her back.

CLEMENTINE
We’re having a wedding!

TIM
Now’s not a good time, Clem.

Kathy wipes a tear from her face. 

BILLY
What’s wrong?

Kathy puts the letter back in an envelope. 

CLEMENTINE
What happened?

Clementine sets the tin on the floor. She follows Billy over 
to the table. 

KATHY
Clementine, maybe you should head 
upstairs. 
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BILLY
No, she’s our family too, Mom. 

They all stand there silently for a moment. 

TIM
We’re being evicted. 

BILLY
What, why?!

KATHY
We’re three months behind on rent. 

CLEMENTINE
How? You’re always working!

KATHY
Fifteen dollars an hour as our only 
income isn’t enough, even with all 
the over time. I’m sorry, Billy. 

BILLY
Where are we going to go?

TIM
To Grandpa’s. It’ll only be 
temporary, until I can get a job. I 
promise. 

Kathy looks at her husband disappointed. 

Tim looks at Kathy. 

TIM
Just temporary. 

Clementine gets up and grabs the coffee tin.

She walks it to the table and sets it in front of Kathy.

CLEMENTINE
Use this. 

Kathy picks out some money from the tin. 

KATHY
Where did you get this?

BILLY
It was for your wedding.

Kathy looks at the kids thankfully.

51.



KATHY
I told you guys not to worry about 
that. Where did you get all this 
money?

CLEMENTINE
We went around collecting 
donations. Everyone pitched in. 

TIM
We can’t use that. 

CLEMENTINE
You have to. You’re not leaving me. 

Kathy and Tim look at Clementine.

Kathy counts the money.

KATHY
Tim, there’s at least two months 
rent here. 

TIM
Really?

Kathy grabs Clementine and kisses the top of her head. 

KATHY
Thank you, sweet pea.  

Kathy kisses Billy’s cheek. 

EXT. APARTMENT BUILDING - STAIRCASE - DAY 

Clementine walks up the spiral staircase, running her hand 
across the metal railing. 

INT. CLEMENTINES APARTMENT - DAY 

Clementine enters the apartment.  Ellen is sitting on the 
couch. She immediately sits up. 

ELLEN
Hello, honey, what have you been up 
to?

Ellen hugs Clementine.

Clementine ruffles her eyebrows confused. Her face is smashed 
against Ellen’s side. 
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CLEMENTINE
What are you doing? 

ELLEN
Hugging you.

CLEMENTINE
Did you take something?

ELLEN
No silly, I’m just happy to see 
you. 

Clementine ends the hug and goes to her room.

Ellen sits back on the couch defeated. 

EXT. APARTMENT BUILDING - BALCONY/POOL - DAY 

Tim stands on his balcony smoking. He is watching Benny talk 
to Aj on the other side of the fence. 

Aj hands Benny money, and Benny gives him a bag of weed. 

Tim stamps out his cigarette and walks down the stairs. 

Benny walks through the fence. 

Tim steps in front of him to stop him. 

BENNY
What’s your deal?

TIM
Give me your backpack. 

BENNY
What? No!

Tim reaches for Benny’s backpack. 

BENNY
Your not my dad!

TIM
I don’t care! 

Benny pulls away. 

TIM
Do you want to be a father who 
can’t provide for his family 
someday?
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Benny gives in and Tim takes the backpack. 

TIM
If I catch you with this again I’m 
going to kick your stupid ass. 

Benny walks to his apartment. 

Tim turns to look at him.

TIM
You’ll thank me one day. 

Benny reaches his apartment and slams the door. 

Clementine and Billy are sitting on the edge of the pool with 
popsicles in their hands. They are both staring at Tim.

Tim walks away. 

Clementine and Billy go back to licking their popsicles and 
kicking the water with there feet.

INT. BILLY'S APARTMENT - BEDROOM - DAY 

Tim enters the bedroom with the backpack. He looks around for 
a hiding place.  

He gets down on his knees and shoves the backpack under the 
bed. 

INT. CLEMENTINES APARTMENT - DAY

Clementine walks into the living room from her bedroom.

Ellen is laying on the couch watching TV. She sits up 
abruptly when she notices Clementine. 

ELLEN
Morning, sunshine!

Clementine scowls at her and walks into the kitchen.

CLEMENTINE
Why are you being so weird?

Ellen flops onto the couch. 

ELLEN
I give up. 

Clementine pours cereal into a bowl. 
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She walks into the living room and sits on the couch to eat.

ELLEN
I can’t be a bad mom, and I can’t 
be a good mom either. 

Clementine stops eating and looks at Ellen. 

CLEMENTINE
That was you being a good mom?

Ellen swats at Clementine playfully. 

ELLEN
I’m trying. I really am this time.

CLEMENTINE
Okay.

ELLEN
Okay?

Clementine gets up and puts the empty bowl on the counter.  
She leaves the apartment. 

ELLEN
Where are you going?

The door shuts. 

EXT. BILLY'S APARTMENT - DAY 

Clementine knocks on the door. 

Billy opens it. 

CLEMENTINE
We need to raise the money again. 

BILLY
What! How do you expect to do that? 
No one’s going to give us more 
money. 

Clementine looks up and down the balcony to make sure no one 
is around. 

CLEMENTINE
I have an idea, but you’re not 
going to like it. 

Billy frowns at her. 
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EXT. APARTMENT BUILDING - BENNY’S APARTMENT - DAY 

Benny leans against the door frame, looking down at 
Clementine and Billy with his arms crossed.  

CLEMENTINE
We need to sell drugs. 

Benny looks at them in shock. 

BENNY
What?

CLEMENTINE
We need the money.

BENNY
I thought you got plenty yesterday. 

BILLY
Mom and Dad needed it for rent. 

BENNY
I didn’t give you a hundred dollars 
to pay your parents rent! That was 
for their wedding!

CLEMENTINE
Of the venue, silly.

Billy looks at Clementine.

Benny looks at them suspiciously. 

BENNY
Well, I can’t help you. I don’t 
have any.

CLEMENTINE
What! You always have drugs! What 
kind of drug dealer are you!

BENNY
I’m not doing that anymore. 

Clementine sighs. 

CLEMENTINE
Benny, normally I would 
congratulate you, but now is not 
the greatest timing. 

Benny looks at them offended. 
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CLEMENTINE
Can you at least help us find some? 
Please, please, please?!

Benny uncrosses his arms. 

BENNY
Okay, okay, just this one last 
time, and then I’m done. 

AROUND NEW ORLEANS - MONTAGE

Clementine and Billy are wearing hats and sunglasses. 

A car pulls up on the corner, Clementine walks up and trades 
them for cash through the window.

A GUY walks up to them. Billy gives him the baggy. 

Clementine exchanges goods with a MIDDLE-AGED WOMAN.

Benny shakes his head, watching them from a distance. 

Officer Malick rolls by in his cruiser and looks at them. 

Clementine and Billy hide their hands behind their backs and 
wave.

Officer Malick shakes his head and drives off. 

Clementine sells to a GIRL ON A BIKE. 

Billy sells to a BUSINESSMAN. 

Clementine and Billy throw their money in the air.

Clementine flicks bills from the stack in her palm. 

END MONTAGE

EXT. APARTMENT BUILDING - POOL - DAY 

Clementine, Billy, and Benny sit at a table counting the 
stacks of money. 

BENNY
Dang, I should have you guys sell 
for me more often.

Clementine shoots Benny a stare.
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CLEMENTINE
You’re done, remember?

BENNY
Yeah, yeah, I am. 

INT. CLEMENTINES APARTMENT - BEDROOM - DAY

Clementine puts the money in an envelope.

She bends down and slides it under her bed. 

The front DOOR SLAMS shut. 

Clementine pops her head up. 

A GLASS BOTTLE SMASHES against a wall in the living room. 

INT. CLEMENTINES APARTMENT - DAY 

Clementine walks out of her room. 

Ellen throws her uniform shirt on the floor. 

CLEMENTINE
What are you doing?

Ellen sits on the couch with her head in her hands. 

CLEMENTINE
What happened? 

Ellen turns her head and looks at her. 

CLEMENTINE
Mom?

ELLEN
I got fired.

Clementine watches her mother.

ELLEN
Go ahead, say it. Mom, you’re a 
failure, you don’t care about me, 
you can’t do anything right, you’re 
a terrible mom, I hate you. Say it! 

Clementine cries. 

Ellen sits back and closes her eyes. 
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Clementine wraps her arms around Ellen.

Ellen jumps in surprise. 

She hugs Clementine back. They cry. 

INT. BILLY'S APARTMENT - BEDROOM - DAY 

Kathy folds the clothing on her bed from a laundry basket. 

She drops a sock on the floor.

Kathy bends down and picks it up. She notices something under 
the bed. 

Kathy gets down on her hands and knees and pulls the backpack 
out from under the bed. 

INT. CLEMENTINES APARTMENT - DAY 

The TV is ON, playing coverage of the incoming tropical 
storm.

NEWS ANCHOR (V.O.)
Fifteen-foot storm surges are 
predicted to slam the shoreline as 
hurricane Fiona makes landfall 
Sunday evening... 

Clementine is snuggled up to her mom. Her face is puffy.

There is a KNOCK at the DOOR. 

Ellen gets up and opens it. 

Officer Malick is standing in the doorway. 

ELLEN
What do you want?

OFFICER MALICK
Well, look who it is. You’re a hard 
woman to track down, Miss Jones. 

Clementine walks behind Ellen, looking to see who’s outside. 

Officer Malick steps forward. 

OFFICER MALICK
Hello, Clementine. 

Ellen swallows nervously. 
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ELLEN
Are you just going to stand there 
or are you going to tell me what 
you want?

OFFICER MALICK
Heard you lost your job today.

Ellen folds her arms across her chest and bows her head. 

OFFICER MALICK
I spoke with your boss the other 
day, we had a very interesting 
conversation about you.

ELLEN
What are you talking about?

OFFICER MALICK
He mentioned something about you 
having cancer, and I figured I 
would do you the favor of clearing 
that up for him. 

ELLEN
You got me fired!

OFFICER MALICK
Hey, all I did was tell the poor 
guy he was being lied to. 

ELLEN
What gives you the right to screw 
me out of a job?! How do you expect 
me to take care of her if you never 
give me a break?!

OFFICER MALICK
Now hold on, you and I both know 
you would never have gotten that 
job without Clementine. 

Ellen tries to shut the door.

Officer Malick pushes his hand against the door to stop her. 

ELLEN
You’re not coming another inch near 
her until you have a God damn 
warrant. 

Officer Malick sighs annoyed. 
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OFFICER MALICK
I don’t need one. 

Ellen looks up at him fearfully. 

OFFICER MALICK
CPS thinks you deserve three days 
to find another job. If you don’t, 
I’ll be back. 

Clementine grabs her mom’s hand.

Ellen glares at Officer Malick. 

Officer Malick takes his hand off the door and steps back. 

OFFICER MALICK
See you in three days. 

Ellen slams the door shut. 

INT. BILLY'S APARTMENT - DAY

Tim is sitting at the kitchen table reading the newspaper. 

TIM
(shouts)

Honey? Have you started dinner?

Tim waits for a response. There isn’t one. 

TIM
Honey?

Kathy walks into the kitchen. She is livid. 

She slams the backpack on the table in front of Tim. 

KATHY
Care to explain?

TIM
It’s not mine.

KATHY
Oh, give me a break. Who’s is it 
then, Tim? Who’s hiding there stash 
under OUR bed? ‘Cause it sure as 
hell ain’t me. 

TIM
I took it from Benny!
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KATHY
Oh, I’m sure you did. I know you 
two have been spending a lot of 
time together. Teaching him the 
tricks of the trade, huh? Helping 
the kid ruin his life, just like 
your’s? What is wrong with you?!

TIM
Kathy -

KATHY
I don’t want to hear it! Look what 
you did to our family! OUR SON had 
to save our asses from getting 
kicked out! You want to get hauled 
off to prison and leave Billy 
without a father?  

TIM
Your not liste --

KATHY
No, you’re not listening! 

Tim sigh’s and rubs his forehead with his hand. 

KATHY
Get out.

TIM
What?

KATHY
I said get out of my house. Now!

Tim stands up.

TIM
This is my house too!

KATHY
Who pays for it, Tim?

TIM
They aren’t my drugs! Do you think 
I’d be stupid enough to start 
selling again? Do you really think 
that of me?

KATHY
I don’t know. 
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TIM
I’m telling you the truth. They 
were Benny’s, I took them from him.

KATHY
Just get out!

Kathy throws the backpack at his chest.

Tim walks to the door and opens it. He looks at Kathy and 
opens his mouth to say something, but doesn’t. 

Tim leaves. 

Kathy cries. 

INT. ADDIES APARTMENT - DAY 

Billy sits on the dusty old couch and pats Shorty on the 
head.  

Addie walks into the living room and sits in a chair. 

ADDIE
Did you raise enough money for 
you’re parents’ wedding?

BILLY
Yeah.

Billy looks down at the floor. 

ADDIE
Are you okay, honey?

BILLY
My parents -- I don’t think we can 
afford to live here for much 
longer. 

ADDIE
Sweetie, you’re too young to be 
worrying about those things. 
Everything is going to be fine. 
They will figure it out, they 
always do. 

BILLY
I’m scared they won’t this time. 

Addie looks at Billy at a lose for words. 
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BILLY
What happened between you and 
Officer Malick? Why doesn’t he 
visit you?

Addie look’s down at the floor.  

ADDIE
Jamie was always an odd kid. He got 
distant after his father died. I 
suppose it was partly my fault.

BILLY
Why would it be your fault?

ADDIE
I was going through losing my 
husband. I didn’t acknowledge that 
he had also lost his father. I 
think he resented me for that. I 
wasn’t a great mother. Single, 
raising a child on my own, it was 
hard. If I could go back and change 
anything in my life, I would have 
paid more attention to him when I 
had the chance.  

There is a KNOCK at the DOOR. 

Addie struggles to get up and goes to the door. 

Addie opens the door, and Clementine is standing in the 
frame. 

A smile widens across Addie’s face as she looks down at 
Clementine.

ADDIE
Hi, sweetie, come on in. Billy is 
here too. 

Clementine walks in and goes straight to Billy. 

CLEMENTINE
My mom got fired and they are going 
to take me away in three days!

BILLY
Hang on, what? why!

CLEMENTINE
It doesn’t matter, we just need to 
get my mom another job.
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BILLY
Clem, how are we supposed to do 
that? You got lucky with the dummy 
who runs the market. 

CLEMENTINE
Do you have any other ideas?

BILLY
How did your mom get away without 
having a job before?

CLEMENTINE
Her fake disability, remember?

Billy looks at Shorty. 

Shorty looks at the kid’s, his tongue hangs out. 

Clementine and Billy look at each other.

The KITCHEN TIMER DINGS. 

ADDIE
Oh! Cookies are ready!

EXT. APARTMENT BUILDING - ADDIE’S BALCONY - DAY 

Clementine and Billy stand close together on the balcony.  
They are both nibbling on a praline cookie. 

BILLY
How are we going to do this?

CLEMENTINE
She had a six pack and half a 
bottle of Codeine an hour ago. 
She’s out. 

BILLY
What if she wakes up?

CLEMENTINE
If she wakes up, it’d be a miracle. 

Clementine pushes open the door to her apartment. 

INT. CLEMENTINES APARTMENT - DAY 

Ellen is sprawled out on the couch. 

Clementine runs to her room and returns with the red wagon. 
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Clementine pulls it up to the couch. 

CLEMENTINE
Are you just gonna stand there or 
are you going to help me?

Billy walks over to Ellen. 

Clementine and Billy attempt to pull her into the wagon, but 
she doesn’t budge. 

Clementine climbs up on the couch and rolls Ellen into the 
wagon, as Billy helps by pulling her arm.

Ellen smacks her head on the side of the wagon. 

EXT. NEW ORLEANS - CENTRAL CITY - DAY 

Clementine and Billy struggle with the wagon.

They stop at the top of a steep hill. 

BILLY
Are you sure about this?

CLEMENTINE
Shorty lived, didn’t he?

Billy looks at unconscious Ellen. 

BILLY
I don’t know, Clem. This hill is 
pretty big. 

CLEMENTINE
You do understand that we are 
trying to hurt her, right?

BILLY
I know, it just doesn’t feel right. 
There isn’t another way?

CLEMENTINE
This was your idea!

BILLY
I didn’t think you would do it!

CLEMENTINE
Well, I didn’t drag her all the way 
out here for nothing. 

Clementine steps behind the wagon and prepares to push. 
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BILLY
Clem, wait!

Clementine pushes the wagon down the hill. 

Clementine stands next to Billy. They watch the wagon gain 
speed and head straight for a wooden fence across the street 
at the bottom of the hill.

Ellen and the wagon smash into the fence. The wagon flips 
forward and then tips onto its side violently. 

Clementine and Billy look at each other, then run to the 
bottom of the hill. 

Ellen is still knocked out, she has scratches on her cheek. 

BILLY
Is she hurt?

CLEMENTINE
I hope so. 

Clementine picks up her mom’s legs and arms and bends them, 
looking for any broken bones. 

CLEMENTINE
It didn’t work!

Ellen slowly wakes up and reaches for her head.

ELLEN
Ah, what -- Where am I?

Ellen sits up and looks at Clementine and Billy. 

They stare at Ellen with wide eyes. 

BILLY
It’s a miracle. 

Ellen touches a cut on her forehead. 

ELLEN
What are you guys doing? Why am I 
bleeding?

CLEMENTINE
We were trying to hurt you.

BILLY
Clem!
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ELLEN
What?!

CLEMENTINE
So you could get your disability 
back!

ELLEN
So, you pushed me down the street 
in a wagon?! Through traffic?! 

CLEMENTINE
Okay, maybe it wasn’t the best 
plan.

ELLEN
Well, if we’re going to do this, 
we’re gonna do it right.

CLEMENTINE
What?

ELLEN
Let me show you kid’s how it’s 
done. 

EXT. NEW ORLEANS - CENTRAL CITY - BUS STOP - DAY

Clementine, Billy, and Ellen stand at the bus stop. Ellen is 
covered in bleeding cuts. Her clothes are slightly dirty. 

ELLEN
Okay, so, when the bus comes up I’m 
going to jump in front of it. 

CLEMENTINE
What?!

ELLEN
Don’t worry, it won’t hit me.

(beat)
Hopefully. I’m going to pretend it 
does. Your job is to run over 
crying, screaming, the works. There 
ya go, disability for life after we 
sue the city. 

BILLY
This sounds like a terrible idea.

The bus turns onto the street. 

68.



ELLEN
There it is. 

Ellen walks into the street.

CLEMENTINE
Mom!

The bus slams on the breaks. Ellen jumps into the side of the 
bus and falls.

ELLEN
Ahh! Son of a bitch!

Ellen grabs her forehead with one hand and holds her leg with 
the other. 

CLEMENTINE
Mom!

Clementine and Billy fall to their knees at Ellen’s side.

The bus door swings open and the BUS DRIVER runs out in a 
panic. She gets down on her knees next to Ellen. 

BUS DRIVER
Ma’am, are you all right?! I’m so 
sorry!

Clementine cries loudly. She hits Billy arm subtly. 

Billy cries.

ELLEN
Everything hurts! 

BUS DRIVER
I’ll call nine-one-one. 

The bus driver runs back into her bus. 

Passengers gawk out of the windows.

CLEMENTINE
(whispers)

Did it work?

ELLEN
I think so.

The bus driver returns. 

ELLEN
Oh! Ow!
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BUS DRIVER
(on the phone)

Yes, yes she’s conscious. 
(beat)

Thank you, thank you. 

The bus driver hangs up the phone. 

BUS DRIVER
They are on their way.

A POLICE SIREN BLARES. 

The police cruiser pulls onto the side of the road.

Officer Malick hops out and runs towards them. 

CLEMENTINE
Oh, shit!

Officer Malick’s face turns from worry to annoyance at the 
site of Ellen on the ground. 

OFFICER MALICK
You have got to be kidding me. 

EXT. NEW ORLEANS - CENTRAL CITY - BUS STOP - NIGHT

Ellen sits on the curb. Clementine and Billy are sitting 
beside her half asleep. 

TWO EMT’S grab there bags and return to the ambulance. 

Officer Malick walks up and stands in front of Ellen. 

OFFICER MALICK
Sorry to keep you waiting.

ELLEN
Are you going to explain to me why 
I’M arrested for getting hit by a 
bus?

OFFICER MALICK
Unfortunately, you’re not arrested. 
I can’t figure out how to prove you 
jumped in front of that bus, but I 
know you did. 

ELLEN
Why would I jump in front of a bus 
on purpose?!
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OFFICER MALICK
You tell me? Did you really think 
that would keep us from taking 
Clementine? 

ELLEN
Well, if I’m not arrested, I would 
like to go home. Kathy is probably 
worried sick about Billy.

OFFICER MALICK
I gave her a call and let her know 
what you were up to with her son. 

ELLEN
Of course, why wouldn’t you do 
that?

Officer Malick watches Kathy’s car pull off of the road 
beside them. 

OFFICER MALICK
There she is now.

Kathy jumps out of the car and rushes over. 

KATHY
Billy!

Kathy grabs Billy and hugs him. 

BILLY
Mom, I’m fine.

KATHY
(to Ellen)

What were you thinking?

BILLY
Mom, she didn’t do anything! We 
pushed her down the hill in a 
wagon. It was us!

Officer Malick looks up at Billy confused. 

KATHY
What? 

CLEMENTINE
It’s true! She woke up after she 
crashed and was so dizzy on her way 
home she just walked right into the 
God damn bus.
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KATHY
Clementine, language.

CLEMENTINE
Sorry. Damn bus. 

OFFICER MALICK
All right, enough. 

KATHY
Clem, come here.

Kathy takes Clementine and Billy’s hands.

ELLEN
What are you doing?

KATHY
I’m taking them home. 

OFFICER MALICK
Now, miss, we are in the middle of 
an investigation right now and they 
are witnesses. 

KATHY
They told you what happened. Who 
knows if it’s true, but either way 
you’re never going to have a way to 
prove it. She was hit by a bus for 
God’s sake. You can’t arrest her, 
so just let us all go home!

Officer Malick runs his hand through his hair in frustration. 

KATHY
Ellen, come on. 

Ellen stands.

INT. KATHYS CAR - NIGHT

Kathy drives with Ellen in the passenger seat. Billy and 
Clementine are asleep in the back. 

ELLEN
Why did you do that for me?

KATHY
I didn’t. I did it for her. 

Ellen looks down into her lap. 
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KATHY
I can hate you all I want, but I 
love that little girl.

(beat)
And I hate that son of a bitch, 
Malick. 

ELLEN
Why? What did he do to you?

KATHY
He just loves to ruin lives, he 
enjoys it. 

ELLEN
Care if I smoke?

KATHY
No.

Kathy rolls down the passenger side window. 

Ellen lights a cigarette. 

KATHY
He’s the cop that caught Tim, you 
know?

ELLEN
No, I didn’t.

KATHY
He was young and stupid, less than 
an ounce of weed on him. No hard 
drugs. Malick took his life away 
from him just because he could.  

ELLEN
He’s going to take her away. 

KATHY
I know. 

Ellen tries to hold back her tears. 

KATHY
Why are you crying? Isn’t this the 
best thing that’s ever happened to 
you? You don’t have to worry about 
anyone but yourself, no 
responsibilities, isn’t that what 
you’ve always wanted? 
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ELLEN
I know you don’t think I care about 
her, but I do. She’s my daughter, 
and I’m not going to abandon her 
like her father did. I know what 
it’s like to have shit parents. She 
doesn’t deserve this. 

Kathy looks at Ellen. 

KATHY
Did your father leave too?

ELLEN
Never met him. 

Clementine opens her eyes slightly. 

ELLEN
And if you had ever met my mother, 
you would have hated her just as 
much as you hate me. She died a few 
years ago. She would beat the shit 
out of me when she was drunk. She 
would get so angry, blame me for my 
dad leaving. I thank God I don’t 
get angry like that when I drink. 

KATHY
Then why do you choose to be just 
like her? Why didn’t you want to do 
better for Clem?

ELLEN
I don’t know. 

KATHY 
We don’t have a choice in what 
happens to us, but we do have a 
choice in how we deal with it. 

EXT. APARTMENT BUILDING - STREET - NIGHT

Kathy and Ellen get out of the car.

Kathy picks up Billy out of the back seat and carries him on 
her hip.  

Clementine gets out of the car and holds Ellen’s hand. She 
looks up at her mom.  
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KATHY
I think Clementine should stay the 
night with us tonight. 

Ellen looks down at Clementine. 

ELLEN
I mean, I --

KATHY
You need to rest, and take care of 
those cuts. She’ll be fine. 

CLEMENTINE
Can I, Mom? 

ELLEN
Okay. 

EXT. APARTMENT BUILDING - STAIRCASE - NIGHT 

Ellen smiles at Clementine. She walks up the staircase.  

Clementine, Kathy, and Billy enter their apartment.

INT. BILLY'S APARTMENT - NIGHT 

Kathy sets Billy down on the couch. She lays a thin blanket 
over him.

KATHY
You can sleep in Billy’s bed if 
you’d like, sweet pea.

CLEMENTINE
Kathy?

KATHY
Yes?

CLEMENTINE
Can you adopt me?

Kathy takes a deep breath and sets her purse on the counter. 

She gets down on one knee in front of Clementine.

KATHY
Why would you say that?
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CLEMENTINE
Because you said you love me, just 
like you love Billy. I want a mom 
that loves me. 

KATHY
Your mother does love you, sweet 
pea. She just has a funny way of 
showing it. 

CLEMENTINE
I’m going to get taken away.

KATHY
They aren’t taking you away. They 
are placing you in a home with a 
family that will love you and take 
care of you as a family should. 

CLEMENTINE
You are my family. 

KATHY
Leaving here, it doesn’t mean you 
stop being our family, it doesn’t 
mean that we stop loving you. 

CLEMENTINE
Please?

KATHY
You know I would if I could. 

CLEMENTINE
Why can’t you?

KATHY
I don’t make enough money on my 
own. I can barely take care of 
Billy.

Clementine hugs Kathy.

KATHY
It’s late. I think it’s time for 
you to go to bed. 

Kathy walks Clementine to Billy’s room.

EXT. APARTMENT BUILDING - BENNY’S APARTMENT - NIGHT

Tim knocks on an apartment door. 
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After a moment, Benny opens the door. 

BENNY
Hey, man, whatever Billy told you, 
it’s not true.

TIM
What?

BENNY
What are you -- Why are you here?

TIM
I need somewhere to stay the night.

BENNY
I guess that would be okay. 

Benny moves to the side so Tim can enter the apartment. 

INT. BENNY’S APARTMENT - NIGHT  

TIM
What would Billy tell me?

BENNY
Nothing, it’s not important. 

Tim nods in confusion. 

BENNY
You can crash on the couch. 

Tim looks around the apartment.

BENNY
Sorry, it’s kind of a mess. 

TIM
You live here by yourself?

BENNY
Yeah?

TIM
How can you afford it? You’re 
seventeen.

BENNY
Well, when your parents kick you 
out, you have to figure something 
out. I don’t know how I’m going to 
make enough money now though. 
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TIM
You will, kid. You’re smart. 

BENNY
Yeah. Well, I’ll leave you to it.

Benny walks to his bedroom.

TIM
Night.

BENNY
Night, Tim. 

Tim lays down on the couch. He pulls a blanket over him and 
looks up at the ceiling. 

EXT. NEW ORLEANS - FRENCH QUARTER - DAY

Ellen stands in front of a slightly cracked door. She is 
clean, nicely dressed, and has a handful of resumes. 

The STORE OWNER glares at her from inside. 

STORE OWNER
We’re not hiring, sorry. 

ELLEN
If I could just --

The store owner shuts to door in Ellen’s face. 

Ellen sighs. She sticks her resume in between the door and 
its frame. 

Ellen walks along the sidewalk.  

She stops when she sees a help wanted sign hanging outside 
the market.  

She keeps walking. 

Ellen walks into a restaurant. 

INT. RESTAURANT - DAY 

Ellen walks up to the HOSTESS, a young woman wearing a bright 
orange polo.
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ELLEN
Hi, I was wondering if you are 
hiring? I have some serving 
experience from high school.  

HOSTESS
Let me go get the owner. 

ELLEN
Thanks.

Ellen looks around the small restaurant. She notices a well-
kept bar, wooden tables, and quirky decorations along the 
walls, such as upside-down paintings and random antiques.  
The establishment is neat and fairly quiet. 

The owner, DAVE, a thin middle-aged man wearing a band t-
shirt and jeans, approaches Ellen.

DAVE
Hi! Dave.

Dave extends his hand to Ellen. They shake hands. 

ELLEN
Ellen.

DAVE
Nice to meet you. She told me you 
have some serving experience?

ELLEN
Yes, I worked at a diner for a bit. 

DAVE
Great! How about bartending 
experience?

ELLEN
I have drinking experience. 

Dave laughs. 

DAVE
Your funny, I like that. 

ELLEN
Thanks.

79.



DAVE
Unfortunately, we are fully staffed 
right now, but how about you leave 
me your name and number and I’ll 
give you a call if anything opens 
up. 

Ellen looks down disappointed. 

ELLEN
Okay, that would be great. 

EXT. NEW ORLEANS - FRENCH QUARTER - RESTAURANT - DAY

Ellen walks out of the restaurant and drops her handful of 
resumes. They flutter to the ground around her. She looks up 
at the sky.  

It starts to sprinkle. 

Ellen holds out her hands as the rain falls harder.  

INT. CLEMENTINES APARTMENT - EVENING 

Clementine sits at the window looking out at the balcony. It 
is raining.  

Ellen is sitting on the couch watching her curiously.

NEWS ANCHOR (V.O.)
Stay indoors and away from any 
windows. Hurricane force winds are 
expected to pick up by this 
evening. 

ELLEN
Clem, there’s no use in sitting 
there waiting. You have one more 
day here, make the most of it.  

CLEMENTINE
I want to go to the beach.

ELLEN
It’s raining.   

Clementine turns to look at her mother. 

CLEMENTINE
You’ve never taken me to the beach. 
We have to do one last thing 
together, don’t we?

80.



ELLEN
Tomorrow is our last day, how about 
then? They say it could stop 
raining by the afternoon.  

CLEMENTINE
I don’t want to leave. 

ELLEN
I know. 

Clementine walks over to her mom and hugs her. 

ELLEN
I’m sorry I never took care of you 
as I should have. 

There’s a KNOCK at the DOOR. 

Clementine grabs her mom’s hand in fear. 

Ellen opens the door. 

Officer Malick is standing in the frame with LINDA, a social 
services worker in an intimidating black suit. Linda closes 
her umbrella. 

Clementine hides behind Ellen. 

ELLEN
What are you doing? It’s only been 
two days! 

Officer Malick and Linda step inside and shut the door. 

Officer Malick takes his rain-drenched hat off. 

Linda’s umbrella drips on the floor. 

OFFICER MALICK
We picked up a kid who had weed on 
him. Said he got it from a little 
girl on the corner of Tulane and 
Loyola. I saw Clementine on that 
corner that day. His description of 
her matched perfectly. 

ELLEN
What?! You can’t be serious, 
there’s no way! 

OFFICER MALICK
Here is that warrant you wanted. 
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He holds the warrant in front of her face. 

ELLEN
Prove it! You can’t prove she did 
anything, you just can’t let us 
breathe for one minute!

LINDA
Do you have drugs in the home, Miss 
Jones?

ELLEN
No, there are no drugs!

Ellen turns and gets down on her knees in front of 
Clementine.

ELLEN
Clem, are they telling the truth? 

Clementine doesn’t respond.

ELLEN
Clementine?!

OFFICER MALICK
She had to have gotten it from 
somewhere. Where is it?

Ellen stands. 

ELLEN
It wasn’t me! Drug test me, I don’t 
care! I don’t know where she got 
it!

OFFICER MALICK
It doesn’t matter. She was going to 
get taken anyways, what difference 
does a day make.

ELLEN
Do you have kids?

OFFICER MALICK
No, I don’t. 

ELLEN
Then don’t tell me what difference 
a day makes.  

Linda kneels in front of Clementine, who is hiding behind her 
mom.
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LINDA
Hi there, Clementine, my name is 
Linda. It’s nice to meet you. 

Clementine stares at Linda blankly. Her cheeks are stained 
with tears. 

LINDA
I know this must be scary for you, 
but I promise I’m going to take 
very good care of you. 

Ellen glares at Officer Malick. 

LINDA
Do you have any questions for me?

Clementine pulls on Ellen’s shirt and retreats further behind 
her, away from Linda. 

OFFICER MALICK
Can we hurry this up? 

Linda looks up at Officer Malick with a stern face. 

Officer Malick rolls his eyes. 

LINDA
It’s time for you to go pack up a 
few things, Clementine. Clothes for 
a couple of days, your favorite 
toy. 

Linda looks up at Ellen. 

LINDA
Do you have a bag for her?

ELLEN
There’s one under her bed. She 
hasn’t packed though, we thought we 
had more time. 

LINDA
Can you go pack for me, Clementine? 

Clementine goes to her room and slams the door. 

Linda stands up. The three stand in the living room 
awkwardly. 
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INT. CLEMENTINES APARTMENT - BEDROOM - EVENING 

Rain pounds against the window. 

Clementine looks at the bag on her bed. 

She wipes the tears from her face and starts packing. 

Clementine throws a handful of clothes and a teddy bear in 
her bag. 

Clementine gets down on the floor and pulls the envelope out. 
She puts it in her bag. 

She puts on her raincoat and walks to the door. 

Clementine turns and looks around her bedroom one last time.  
She stares at the window. 

Clementine lets go of the door handle and runs to the window.

She pulls it open and looks down. There is a fire escape.

Clementine turns and looks back at the door, then climbs out 
the window. 

INT. CLEMENTINES APARTMENT - EVENING 

Ellen, Linda, and Officer Malick stand in the living room 
awkwardly. 

OFFICER MALICK
Do you have any coffee?

Ellen and Linda stare at him. 

EXT. APARTMENT BUILDING - FIRE ESCAPE - EVENING 

Clementine positions herself onto the ladder and slowly makes 
her way down the slippery rungs.

She is shaking and stops to look down at the long drop. 

Clementine makes it to the bottom and looks up at her home.  
She pulls the straps of her backpack tight and sprints away 
from the apartment building.

EXT. NEW ORLEANS - TENT CITY - EVENING 

Clementine runs through the streets, hopping over puddles as 
she goes. 
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A CRACK OF THUNDER lights up the sky. Clementine trips out of 
fear and falls in a puddle. 

She gets back up and continues to run. 

She comes upon the expressway overpass, tent city, and sees a 
fire billowing. Vinny, along with five other hobos, huddle 
around the fire under cover from the rain. 

Clementine stops and watches them for a moment, then slowly 
approaches. 

Vinny looks up at Clementine, as she walks under the 
overpass. 

VINNY
Clementine, what are you doing out 
here?

CLEMENTINE
I ran away. 

VINNY 
Why would you do that during a 
storm? Especially one like this?

CLEMENTINE
I had to.

VINNY
Well, get over here by the fire. 
You are soaking wet. 

Clementine approaches the fire and holds her hands to it.  
She shivers. 

Clementine looks up at the other hobos. 

The hobos look down at her. Their eyes are sunken, hair damp 
and messy. 

She looks around the overpass and sees a few dirty 
mattresses, blankets, and various garbage. 

Clementine notices one of the male hobos smiling at her. 

Clementine abruptly looks away, uncomfortable from his 
threatening gaze. Her breathing quickens. 

CLEMENTINE
I should go. 

VINNY
Go where? 
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Clementine takes off running back to the street. 

VINNY
Clementine, be careful!

Clementine looks back to make sure she isn’t being followed 
but keeps running. 

INT. CLEMENTINES APARTMENT - EVENING 

Ellen, Linda, and Officer Malick stand in the living room. 

OFFICER MALICK
What is taking her so long?

Ellen walks to the bedroom door and knocks. 

ELLEN
Clementine? 

She waits for a response. 

Ellen jiggles the doorknob but it doesn’t open. 

ELLEN
Clem, open up. 

Ellen tries to open the door again.  

ELLEN
Clementine!

OFFICER MALICK
Okay, move over. 

Officer Malick nudges Ellen out of the way. 

OFFICER MALICK
Clementine, open the door. 

Officer Malick knocks loudly 

LINDA
You’re going to scare her!

Officer Malick jiggles the doorknob. 

Officer Malick steps back from the door. 

OFFICER MALICK
Step back. 

Officer Malick kicks in the door. 
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The three look into the empty room, then notice the open 
window. 

OFFICER MALICK
Shit. 

Ellen runs to the window and looks down. 

ELLEN
Clementine!

INT. BILLY’S APARTMENT - EVENING

Billy sits on the couch and watches the rain dribble across 
the window pane. 

Kathy is in the kitchen cooking on the stove. 

Billy gets up and goes into the kitchen.

BILLY
Mom?

KATHY
Yes, sweetie?

BILLY
Where’s Dad?

KATHY
He’s gone away for a little while. 

BILLY
Why?

KATHY
We got into an argument. 

BILLY
About what?

KATHY
Adult stuff. Why don’t you go play 
with your trains. Dinner will be 
ready soon. 

BILLY
He’s been gone two days.

Kathy continues stirring the pot on the stove. 

BILLY
When is he coming back?
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Kathy ignores him.

BILLY
Mom!

KATHY
Billy, I don’t think he is. 

Kathy starts to cry. 

BILLY
Why? Why would he leave?!

KATHY
I told him to. He’s a danger to 
this family. 

BILLY
Why?!

KATHY
You need to lower your voice right 
now, young man. 

BILLY
You’re supposed to get married!

KATHY
We could never afford to, you know 
that. 

BILLY
What did he do!

Kathy slams the spoon on the stove. 

KATHY
Your dad is selling drugs again!

Billy looks at her sternly. 

BILLY
No, he’s not.

KATHY
Yes, he is. 

BILLY
Then why is he always telling Benny 
to stop? He took his drugs away.

KATHY
What?

88.



BILLY
He took away Benny’s drugs. I saw 
him!

KATHY
When did you see this?

BILLY
A few days ago, I don’t know. I was 
at the pool with Clementine. We saw 
him.

Kathy’s expression softens. There is a KNOCK at the DOOR. 

Kathy opens the door. 

Ellen and Officer Malick stand in the frame. 

KATHY
What’s going on?

ELLEN
Is Clementine here?

KATHY
No?

ELLEN
She ran away. She’s gone.

Kathy grabs her raincoat.

KATHY
Billy, stay here. I’ll have Miss 
Addie come watch you. 

EXT. NEW ORLEANS - CITY PARK - TUNNEL - NIGHT 

Clementine walks through an empty park.  The rain continues 
to beat down on her, and the wind has picked up. 

She climbs under a park bench and lays on her stomach. The 
rain drips down through the cracks. 

Clementine looks around the park. She spots a tunnel that 
goes through a hill.

Clementine army crawls out from under the bench and sprints 
to the tunnel. 

She runs inside and sits against the graffiti-covered wall.  
She looks back and forth at the two openings of the tunnel. 
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She spots a crumpled up newspaper across from her and goes 
over to grab it. 

Clementine smooths out the paper on the cement. 

She pulls the teddy bear out of her backpack and clutches it 
to her chest. 

Clementine lays down on top of the newspaper. She pulls her 
hood tight over her head and closes her eyes as she shivers 
violently. 

EXT. NEW ORLEANS - CENTRAL CITY - NIGHT 

Ellen, Kathy, and Officer Malick trudge through the pouring 
rain, each wielding a flashlight. 

ELLEN/KATHY/OFFICER MALICK
Clementine?!

Ellen shivers, she is sopping wet, they all are. 

OFFICER MALICK
We’ve been out here for hours, it’s 
dark, and the storm is just getting 
worse. You two should go home until 
this lets up. 

KATHY
We’re not just going to leave her 
out here all night! She’s just a 
kid!

OFFICER MALICK
I have my guys out scouring the 
city, they will keep looking. 
That’s the best we can do. 

ELLEN
I’m not going home until we find 
her. 

KATHY
Me either. 

Ellen catches sight of Lake Pontchartrain and the bridge 
stretching across it in the distance.

ELLEN
I think I might know where she 
went. 

Ellen starts walking quickly. Kathy follows. 
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Officer Malick follows them. 

EXT. NEW ORLEANS - CITY PARK - TUNNEL - NIGHT

Clementine holds her bear and watches the rain fall outside 
the tunnel. 

She sits up and looks at the graffiti on the wall. 

Clementine pulls a box of crayons out of her backpack. 

She uses the orange crayon to draw a picture of her, and what 
looks like an average family of four. 

She looks up at her drawing longingly. 

Clementine lays back down on the newspaper and looks up at 
the drawing. 

She replaces the crayon and looks out of the tunnel.

There is a street across the park that runs along the lake.  
She sees giant waves crashing against the sea wall.

Clementine jumps to her feet. 

She grabs her backpack and races through the park toward the 
water. 

EXT. NEW ORLEANS - LAKE SEA WALL - NIGHT

Clementine runs across the damp sand of Lake View Park. She 
stops a few feet from the sea wall. 

Clementine approaches the edge and looks out as far as she 
can see. The lake looks as if it goes on forever.  

The storm rages over the lake, yet it is beautiful, as if 
she’s caught in a brief moment of calm. 

She squints and sees a giant wave hurdling towards the 
barrier.  

The wave gets closer, and closer until finally, she realizes 
she needs to get out of the way. 

Clementine sprints back the way she came.  

Her teddy bear falls to the ground.  

Clementine looks back at it for a brief moment and sees a 
towering wave crash against the wall. 
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She falls to the ground and covers her head.

Water crashes down on top of her, then washes back. 

Clementine gets up. Her mouth is wide open, out of breath. 

KATHY/ELLEN/OFFICER MALICK (O.S.)
Clementine?!

Clementine sits up and looks towards to direction of the 
voices. 

Flashlights light up the park. 

A flashlight blinds Clementine. She is lit up in white light. 

Clementine raises a hand to shield her eyes. 

Officer Malick comes into view behind the light. 

OFFICER MALICK
I found her! Over here!

Ellen and Kathy run over. 

ELLEN
Clem!

Ellen runs into the light and picks up Clementine.  She holds 
her close in an embrace. 

Kathy runs to them and joins the embrace. 

KATHY
What were you thinking? Don’t you 
ever do that again, you hear me?

CLEMENTINE
I’m sorry. 

Clementine wraps her arms around Ellen.

ELLEN
You are soaked.

Officer Malick comes closer, still shining the light on them. 

He looks at the three. His usual cold stare turns soft. He 
looks at them with shame in his eyes.

Officer Malick looks out at the lake. He sees the drenched 
teddy bear sitting on top of the lake barrier.  
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He walks to the wall and picks it up. He shakes as much water 
from it as he can. 

CLEMENTINE
Please, don’t let that lady take 
me, please?

Clementine shakes in Ellen and Kathy’s arms. 

Officer Malick approaches Clementine and holds the bear out 
to her. 

OFFICER MALICK
I believe this is yours. 

Clementine takes the bear.

He smiles back timidly. 

INT. NEW ORLEANS - POLICE STATION - NIGHT 

Clementine sits in a chair wrapped in a blanket. She holds 
the wet teddy bear, also wrapped in a small towel, to her 
chest. She is sitting in between Kathy and Ellen. They all 
look disheartened.

Officer Malick walks into the room and stands in front of the 
three. He looks down on them with sympathy. 

OFFICER MALICK
I don’t know what to do with you, 
Clem. 

Clementine looks up at him. She is exhausted. 

OFFICER MALICK
You scared us pretty good. 

CLEMENTINE
Please, don’t take me away. 

Officer Malick looks down at the floor.

OFFICER MALICK
That’s not up to me, I wish it was. 

ELLEN
What’s going to happen now? If they 
take her she’s just going to run 
off again, you know it.

OFFICER MALICK
I know.
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KATHY
Isn’t this all about doing what’s 
best for Clementine? Not for you, 
not for me, for her. She will 
always have a home with us, she’s 
safe and loved, and she’s happy. 
Who knows what’s going to happen to 
her when you shove her off to some 
strange place. I’ve heard a lot of 
stories about what goes on in those 
foster homes. I know how those kids 
turn out.  

OFFICER MALICK
I know!

Kathy purses her lips.

OFFICER MALICK
Sorry. I know.

Kathy looks at Clementine and puts her hand on top of hers. 

OFFICER MALICK
I know it’s my fault. Just give me 
a minute to figure out how to fix 
this. 

KATHY
I want to adopt her. 

Ellen looks at Kathy sharply. 

KATHY
Tim and I, can we take her? 

Ellen places her hand on Kathy’s knee.

ELLEN
Tim, his felony, is that an issue?

OFFICER MALICK
No, it’s not a felony for child 
abuse or violent crimes, but you 
and Tim aren’t legally married. 
That could be an issue. 

Kathy looks at him, unsure of what to say. 

CLEMENTINE
They will be. 

KATHY
Sweet pea, we can’t --
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CLEMENTINE
I have the money! 

ELLEN
What money?

Clementine gets up and grabs her bag off the table. 

She pulls out a dripping, wrinkled envelope, and holds it up 
in the air like a trophy. 

Kathy smiles at Clementine. 

EXT. BENNYS APARTMENT - MORNING

It is raining lightly outside. 

Kathy approaches Benny’s door. She hesitates but knocks. 

Benny opens the door. 

BENNY
Kathy?

KATHY
Is Tim here?

BENNY
Uh, No.

Kathy stares at Benny sternly. 

KATHY
I know he’s here, he’s not in 
trouble. 

BENNY
Tim, it’s Kathy. 

Tim comes into view at the door. 

Tim stops and looks at Kathy, unsure what to say. 

Benny retreats into the apartment. 

KATHY
I’m sorry. 

TIM
What?
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KATHY
For not trusting you. Billy told me 
what happened. I’m sorry I didn’t 
listen. 

TIM
It’s okay. I understand why you 
would think that of me. 

KATHY
You’re a good man Tim, I of all 
people should know that you would 
never do something like that again. 
You’re a good father.

(beat)
And I want you to be my husband. 

TIM
Kathy --

Kathy gets down on one knee. 

Tim laughs as Kathy smiles up at him. 

TIM
What are you doing?

KATHY
Will you marry me?

Tim laughs. 

TIM
You know we can’t afford to right 
now. 

She pulls out the envelope of money and holds it up to him. 

Tim takes the envelope and opens it. 

TIM
Where did you get this?

Kathy stands. 

KATHY
Billy and Clementine. I don’t know 
how those kids do it.

TIM
I don’t think we want to know. 

Tim picks up Kathy and spins her around.  
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They kiss. 

TIM
Yes. I will marry you.

Tim sets Kathy down.

KATHY
Oh, and one more thing.

(beat)
We’re adopting Clementine.

TIM
What?! Kathy!

KATHY
I know, I know.

TIM
It’s not that I don’t want her, 
it’s just that it’s hard enough 
giving Billy everything he needs. 
We can’t afford another kid. 

KATHY
We already feed her almost every 
night, and Ellen promised to help, 
she wants to help.

TIM
Ellen? Do you believe that?

KATHY
I do. She seemed pretty sure of it. 
She wants to be a part of her life. 
Trust me on this, Tim. We are the 
only option she has left. 

TIM
Okay. I trust you.  

Kathy kisses Tim. 

EXT. APARTMENT BUILDING - POOL - DAY (ONE MONTH LATER)

The pool area is decorated with toilet paper streamers, 
wildflowers, and other various low budget decorations. 

The residents of the apartment complex, as well as other 
guests, sit in plastic chairs facing the PREIST and Tim, 
dressed in a black suit and tie.
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Billy stands at his side, along with Benny, and Shorty. 
Shorty has a bow tie wrapped around his neck.  

Clementine runs into the pool area. She is wearing a sundress 
and carrying a clipboard.  

CLEMENTINE
Places everybody! Start the music, 
let’s get this show on the road!

Billy turns and clicks a button on an OLD STEREO. BRIDAL 
CHORUS PLAYS. 

Ellen walks slowly up to the makeshift altar.

Clementine drops her clipboard, and get’s in line behind her 
mother. 

Ellen and Clementine take their places at the bride’s side of 
the altar. 

Everyone turns in there chairs to watch Kathy walk down the 
aisle. Her white dress is gorgeous and fits her perfectly.  
She holds a bouquet of handpicked flowers. 

Tim wipes a tear from his cheek, smiling at Kathy

Kathy smiles back. 

Sugar claps quietly and Addie smiles adoringly at the couple. 

Kathy stops at the altar and turns to join hands with Tim.  

Ellen grabs Clementine’s hand. 

EXT. APARTMENT BUILDING - POOL - LATER 

MUSIC IS PLAYING. Sugar dances by herself near the STEREO. 

Tim and Kathy feed each other the first bite of cake. 

Tim pulls a piece of toilet paper streamer down and laughs.

TIM
I love the decor.

Tim and Kathy laugh. 

KATHY
I’m glad we let Clementine 
decorate. 
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TIM
Me too. It’s perfect. 

Tim and Kathy turn and watch Clementine chase Billy around 
the pool with a piece of cake. 

She jumps and tackles Billy, and slaps the cake in his face. 
The two laugh. 

KATHY
What have we gotten ourselves into?

Tim chuckles. 

TIM
I have something to tell you.

KATHY
What? 

TIM
I have an interview on Monday. 

KATHY
Tim!

Kathy wraps her arms around him.

KATHY
Where at?

TIM
A car dealership. The guy who owns 
it figured I could put my sales 
experience to good use there. I’m 
going to try and get Benny a job 
there too. 

Kathy looks up at Tim with pride. 

KATHY
I’m proud of you. 

Kathy notices Addie dancing with Tim’s father, ROBERT. He is 
wearing suspenders and carries a cane decorated with a gold 
alligator head handle. 

KATHY
I think Addie has taken a liking to 
your dad. 

Tim smiles. 
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TIM
I think he’s taking a liking to 
her. 

Ellen walks up to Clementine and Billy. 

Billy waves at Clementine and runs off to give them privacy. 

CLEMENTINE
How was your first day?

ELLEN
I think I’ve found my niche in 
bartending. It helps to know the 
names of all the drinks. 

Ellen and Clementine laugh. 

ELLEN
How has it been with Tim and Kathy?

CLEMENTINE
Good. They make gumbo, extra spicy, 
for me every Friday. 

ELLEN
Well, I’ll have to tell Kathy to 
stop spoiling you so much. 

(beat)
I’m glad you’re happy. That’s all I 
could have asked for. 

CLEMENTINE
You’re still my mom, right?

ELLEN
Of course. I always will be. Now, 
tell me how your first day back to 
school was. 

CLEMENTINE
It was okay, we got to draw a 
picture of our family in art class.

ELLEN
That class is perfect for you, 
don’t forget to show me what you 
make.

CLEMENTINE
I won’t. 

KATHY (O.S.)
Sweet pea?!
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Clementine looks over at Kathy. 

KATHY
We’re going to take a picture. 

CLEMENTINE
Gotta go.

Clementine runs to Kathy

Ellen turns and watches her go. 

Tim and Kathy pose for the PHOTOGRAPHER. Clementine, Billy, 
Benny, Sugar, Addie, Robert, and Shorty surround them. 

Kathy looks over at Ellen, she waves her over.

KATHY
Ellen, come here.

Ellen hesitates, then walks over to the group. 

They all pose for the picture and smile.

Officer Malick and OFFICER RUSSO pull up to the party on 
motorcycles. 

OFFICER MALICK
Who’s ready for a parade?!

Everyone runs behind the motorcycles. Tim and Kathy are first 
in line. 

A BRASS BAND comes into the alley and stands behind Tim and 
Kathy. The guests all fall behind them. 

Robert helps Addie approach Officer Malick. 

ADDIE
Jamie?

OFFICER MALICK
Hi, Mom.

Addie smacks Officer Malick. 

ADDIE
Visit your mother. 

Officer Malick puts a hand to his cheek and smiles. 

OFFICER MALICK
I will. I promise. 
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Addie kisses Officer Malick on the cheek.

ADDIE
I’ve missed you, Son. 

Robert leads Addie to join the others in the parade. 

Kathy and Tim open up there customary bride and groom 
umbrellas. They lock arms and follow the police escort down 
the street.  

The guests, as well as streetwalkers that join the parade, 
twirl brightly colored streamers, beads, and handkerchiefs. 

EXT. NEW ORLEANS - FRENCH QUARTER - DAY

The parade winds through the streets led by the police escort 
as the band plays cheerfully. 

People on the street stop and cheer on the wedding parade. 

Kathy smiles brightly, overcome with joy. 

EXT. APARTMENT BUILDING - STAIRCASE - DAY

Clementine shuts the door of her new apartment.

She walks up the stairs holding a drawing. 

Clementine peaks over the railing after hearing a door open.  
She watches Robert leave Addie’s apartment with his cane in 
hand. 

Clementine smiles, then continues up the stairs. 

She stops at Ellen’s door and knocks. 

She waits a moment, but Ellen doesn’t open the door. 

Clementine peeps through the window. The apartment is empty. 

Clementine sticks the drawing on the door and walks away.

The drawing is of her, Tim, Kathy, Billy, and Ellen. It is 
signed to Mom, from Clementine.  

   CUT TO BLACK.
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