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INT. WILL’S HOUSE - BEDROOM - DAWN

Sunlight filters in through the window, illuminating the 
dark, thoughtfully decorated bedroom. 

WILL DAWSON (35), dreamy with shaggy dark hair and kind eyes 
is sprawled out on the large decorated bed. 

Will’s wife, EMMA DAWSON (35), is asleep distant from him. 
She is beautiful with long hair and adorned in a pretty pink 
silk sleeping gown. 

Will’s IMPLANT BEEPS, alerting him that he has an incoming 
call. He sits up and taps the holographic monitor in front of 
him to answer.

WILL DAWSON
Donnie this better be important.

DONNIE PEIRCE (V.O.)
We got a body on the bank of the 
river. It was called in about an 
hour ago.

WILL DAWSON
Shit.

DONNIE PEIRCE (V.O.)
I’ll send you the location.

WILL DAWSON
It’s Emma's birthday today.

DONNIE PEIRCE (V.O.)
It’s not like this can wait till 
tomorrow Dawson, I already got guys 
out here sweeping the area. 

Will looks over at his sleeping wife.

WILL DAWSON
I know, she’s just not going to 
like it.

DONNIE PEIRCE (V.O.)
When does she ever like anything 
you do? Get your ass up and get out 
here before the chief makes us bag 
the girl up. 

WILL DAWSON
Cause of death?



DONNIE PEIRCE (V.O.)
Well considering she’s stark naked 
and littered with stab wounds, I’m 
gonna take a guess and say murder. 

WILL DAWSON
Don’t let anyone touch her until I 
get there.

DONNIE PEIRCE (V.O.)
Here’s the location.

A map pops up in front of Will. 

WILL DAWSON
I’m on my way. 

Will slides the hologram away with his hand and gets out of 
bed.

The hologram glitches. Will winces and grabs the back of his 
neck where the implant is located. 

Emma rolls over and looks at her husband sleepily. 

EMMA DAWSON 
Will? 

(beat)
Where are you going?

Will slips on grey slacks over his boxers. 

WILL DAWSON
A girl was murdered last night. 

EMMA DAWSON
But we’re having breakfast with my 
parents, you’ve known about this 
all week.

Will buttons up a shirt over a white t-shirt he had worn to 
bed and wraps a thin black tie around his collar.

WILL DAWSON
It’s not like I planned on this, 
honey. It’s my job.

EMMA DAWSON
And it’s your wife's birthday.  

Will walks over and sits on the bed.
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WILL DAWSON
I’ll be back before you know it. Go 
back to sleep, have breakfast with 
your parents, and then you’ll have 
the rest of the day with me. We can 
do whatever you want. I promise. 

Will leans over and kisses his wife from her cheek to her 
forehead.

EMMA DAWSON
Don’t make promises you can’t keep, 
Will.

Will looks at his wife remorsefully. 

WILL DAWSON
I promise.

Emma lays back down.

Will stands up and walks out the door tying his tie.

Emma watches him leave. 

INT. WILL’S CAR - MORNING

Will places an electronic cigarette between his teeth. There 
is a hologram projecting directions directly on the road in 
front of him. 

IMPLANT WOMAN
Turn left.

Will turns the wheel while puffing on his cigarette. 

IMPLANT WOMAN
You have arrived.

Will pulls over to the side of the road. 

The holographic GPS disappears in front of him. 

A swarm of police is scouring the river bank, while others 
stand near the flashing police cars keeping curious 
bystanders back.  

EXT. RIVERBANK - MORNING

Will shuts his car door. It LOCKS on its own with a METALLIC 
CLICK. He slips on his sleek black coat. 
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Will walks towards the crime scene. He tucks the cigarette in 
his breast pocket. 

DONNIE PEIRCE (45) approaches him. He is not the most 
fashionable detective. A plump balding man with his 
mismatched tie and shirt draped in a tan overcoat. 

Donnie waves the growing swarm of bystanders back with his 
hands.

DONNIE PEIRCE
(to Bystanders)

Get back, get back, show some 
respect, will ya? 

(under his breath)
Geesh. 

DONNIE PEIRCE
Bout time you got here.

Donnie and Will walk past the guarding officers and yellow 
crime scene tape towards the bank.

WILL DAWSON
Shut it, Donnie. What do we know?

DONNIE PEIRCE
Not much. 

WILL DAWSON
Do we have a name?

DONNIE PEIRCE
Not yet. The girl has nothing on 
her, literally. We’ll have to do 
face recognition back at the 
station. 

WILL DAWSON
No ones examined her yet?

DONNIE PEIRCE
You told me not to let anyone near 
her.

Will’s implant glitches again.

IMPLANT WOMAN
(broken speech)

You-you have a-arrived. 

Will cups his hand to his neck and shakes his head. 
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DONNIE PEIRCE
You all right, Dawson?

The implant returns to normal. 

WILL DAWSON
Yeah, I’m fine. My implant has just 
been acting up today.

DONNIE PEIRCE
Maybe you should go get it checked 
out, might need to be reset. 
Happened to my brother a couple of 
months ago.

(laughs)
He had a cooking show that kept 
replaying itself and he couldn’t 
shut it off. 

WILL DAWSON
How can I get that to happen to my 
wife’s?

DONNIE PEIRCE
No wonder she hates your smart ass.

Will smirks.

DONNIE PEIRCE
But seriously, go get that looked 
at before it gets worse.

Will approaches the DEAD GIRL. She is on her back, stark 
naked, covered in blood and dirt. Her red hair frames her 
pale face, and her striking blue eyes stare up at him 
strikingly empty.  

Will slips on a pair of latex gloves. 

He reaches out his hand and gently caresses her freckled 
cheek. He turns her head to the side and examines the bruises 
made by someone’s forceful grip around her thin neck. 

A CRIME SCENE PHOTOGRAPHER circles her taking photographs 
with a thin metal camera. The flash reflects in her eyes. 

Will stares into her eyes intently. He turns her head back.

Will picks up her hand and turns it over in his.

WILL DAWSON
Have forensics look for DNA samples 
under her fingernails. 
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He looks below her waist as respectfully as he can.

WILL DAWSON
From the looks of it, I don’t see 
any signs of rape. No bruising or 
blood, but have them run some tests 
just to be sure. 

Donnie is standing looking down at the girl.

DONNIE PEIRCE
Why would he strip her if he didn't 
rape her?

WILL DAWSON
To make her less human. 

Will tenderly examines the stab wounds across her chest. 

Will’s eyes travel down to the firefly drawn with blood 
across her bare stomach.  

Will looks at it curiously.

WILL DAWSON
What is this?

DONNIE PEIRCE
Your guess is as good as mine.

Will stands up and takes photos of the girl with his in eye 
camera linked to the implant.  

WILL DAWSON
All right. I’ve seen enough. 
Someone cover her up, please?

Will turns and heads back to his car.

DONNIE PEIRCE
Where are you going?

Will turns to face Donnie.

WILL DAWSON
To find out who our Jane Doe is. 
Whoever did this, he’s going to do 
it again. This wasn't a crime of 
passion. This was deliberate. That 
firefly, he left that as a calling 
card. It won’t be long before we 
have another body. 

Will turns and continues to his car.
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Donnie looks down at the dead girl.

DONNIE PEIRCE
Shit.

Donnie looks up at the officers standing nearby.

DONNIE PEIRCE
You heard him, go find something to 
cover her up. She’s human for God’s 
sake. 

INT. POLICE STATION - DAY

Will sits at his desk in front of a computer. The screen 
quickly filters through photos to find a match for the dead 
girl. 

Will leans back in his seat and puffs on his cigarette. 

The computer finds a match.

Will sits up and puts his cigarette down. He leans closer to 
read the screen showing the name KATE YORKSHIRE.

Will opens up his holographic monitor and calls Donnie.

BEGIN PHONE CALL INTERCUT:

EXT. RIVERBANK - DAY  

DONNIE PEIRCE 
Got a name, Dawson?

INT. POLICE STATION - CONTINUOUS

WILL DAWSON
Kate Yorkshire. She’s 23, not 
married, has family in upstate New 
York. 

DONNIE PEIRCE 
All right, I’ll get the guys on 
contacting her family. Send me 
there information.

Will taps the computer screen, sending the files to Donnie.  

WILL DAWSON
Does forensics have anything?
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DONNIE PEIRCE 
Not a damn trace of DNA anywhere on 
her. Leaves you with one hell of a 
job. Oh, and you were right, she 
wasn't raped. 

WILL DAWSON
That’s some good news, I guess.

DONNIE PEIRCE
But she was pregnant. Eight weeks.

Will runs his hand through his hair in frustration.

WILL DAWSON
This is some real shit, Donnie. We 
have to get this bastard. 

Will looks at the photo of Kate on the screen. She is smiling 
and very much alive. 

DONNIE PEIRCE
Check the surveillance database and 
see if you can trace where she was 
last seen. 

Will taps the computer screen and pulls up a collection of 
surveillance footage from several locations. He runs the face 
recognition program, and the system filters through to find 
Kate. 

The computer finds a match. The footage enlarges to show Kate 
standing behind a bar table.

WILL DAWSON
Got her. It looks like she works at 
the bar on thirty-sixth and Benton. 

DONNIE PEIRCE
I know the place. It’s maybe a five-
minute walk from the location her 
body was found. 

Will skips around the footage. He stops and plays it in real 
time when he sees her step out from behind the bar with her 
purse and jacket. 

WILL DAWSON
It looks like she left the bar at 
one AM.

DONNIE PEIRCE
Was she alone?
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Will focuses on the screen.

WILL DAWSON
Hang on.

Will rewinds the footage to focus on a man dressed in a plaid 
shirt, jeans, and a vest jacket. He is a bald gentleman 
sitting at the bar watching Kate leave. 

The man gets up from his stool, looks around, and exits the 
bar seconds after Kate. 

WILL DAWSON
There’s a customer at the bar, he 
followed her out.

DONNIE PEIRCE
Are you sure?

Will rewinds the footage, watching the time stamp at the top 
of the screen.

WILL DAWSON
The guy showed up shortly after 
Kate did and didn’t leave until her 
shift was over. He knew exactly 
when she would be there. He’s been 
watching her. 

DONNIE PEIRCE
Who is he?

Will runs the man through the face recognition program. The 
name DANIEL BLOOM pops up shortly. 

WILL DAWSON
Bloom. Daniel Bloom. He’s thirty-
one years old, lives on the west 
side. 

Will sends Donnie the profile with a tap of the screen. 

DONNIE PEIRCE
Is there any surveillance cameras 
outside the bar?

Will does a quick search. 

WILL DAWSON
There’s only one camera along the 
path from the bar to the river and 
it’s blocked by a moving van. 
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DONNIE PEIRCE
Do you think the guy knew there 
were no cameras?

WILL DAWSON
I don’t know, maybe.

DONNIE PEIRCE
Good work, Dawson. I’ll head over 
to Bloom’s place with a couple of 
guys right away. 

Donnie ends the call.

END PHONE CALL INTERCUT: 

INT. POLICE STATION - CONTINUOUS

Will winces in pain and reaches for the implant immediately. 
He can hear nothing but a sharp ringing in his ear. 

Will covers his ears in pain and hunches over in his chair. 

INT. IMPLANT CENTER - EXAMINATION ROOM - DAY

Will sits on a steel table. The TECHNICIAN, in a white lab 
coat, approaches him with a tablet in hand. 

TECHNICIAN
So what’s going on?

WILL DAWSON
I’m not sure exactly. My implant 
has been glitching all morning. 

TECHNICIAN
How so?

Will scratches the back of his neck.

WILL DAWSON
The holographs keep bugging and I 
get a really intense pain and 
ringing in my ears.

TECHNICIAN
Interesting.

WILL DAWSON
Can you just reset it or something? 
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TECHNICIAN
Normally yes, but I’ve never had 
someone complain about there 
implant causing any pain or 
deafness. I just want to run a few 
tests.

An incoming call from Emma pops up in front of Will. He 
swipes it away.

WILL DAWSON
All right, it won’t take long, will 
it?

TECHNICIAN
It shouldn’t, as long as everything 
checks out. 

The technician taps his tablet and a series of dots appear in 
Will’s view.  

TECHNICIAN
Do you see the dots?

WILL DAWSON
Yes.

TECHNICIAN
Can you tap each of them for me? 

Will taps the holographic dots making them disappear one by 
one. 

TECHNICIAN
Good. Now can you tell me what you 
see?

A holographic dog runs in place in front of him. 

WILL DAWSON
A dog. He’s running.

TECHNICIAN
Swipe it away.

Will wipes his hand over the picture making it disappear. 

TECHNICIAN
I’m going to send you an incoming 
call, answer it for me.

The incoming call appears in front of Will. He taps to 
answer.
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The technician approaches Will and flashes a small light in 
his eyes to check the retina lenses. 

TECHNICIAN
Everything looks good.

WILL DAWSON
That can’t be right, something’s 
wrong.

TECHNICIAN
I’ll reset your software just to be 
safe, but everything is functioning 
properly. It may have just been a 
blip in the system. 

WILL DAWSON
Ok.

TECHNICIAN
Close your eyes and relax. 

The technician steps to Will’s side and places a thin tube 
with a pointed tip into the base of Will’s implant. 

EXT. IMPLANT CENTER - DAY

Will is walking to his car. He receives a call from Emma and 
answers. 

BEGIN PHONE CALL INTERCUT:

WILL DAWSON
Hey honey, I’m sorry-

INT. DAWSONS HOUSE - KITCHEN - CONTINUOUS

EMMA DAWSON
Where are you?

WILL DAWSON
I’m on my way home now, I had to go 
get my implant looked at after I 
left the station. It’s been acting 
up all day. 

EMMA DAWSON 
You said you would be here.
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WILL DAWSON
And I will be. Get yourself ready, 
we can go out to dinner when I get 
home. 

EMMA DAWSON 
Will, you have ten minutes.

Emma hangs up. 

END PHONE CALL INTERCUT:

EXT. TECHNICIAN CENTER - CONTINUOUS

Will pulls a cigarette out and puffs on it as he gets into 
his car. 

INT. DAWSONS HOUSE - BEDROOM

Emma stares into the mirror working on hooking an earring. 

Will walks into the bedroom and props himself against the 
door frame. 

WILL DAWSON
Happy birthday.

Emma turns and looks at her husband.

EMMA DAWSON
Thank you. Are you ready?

WILL DAWSON
Almost.

Will approaches his wife and pulls a thin black box out of 
his pocket. 

Emma looks up at Will thoughtfully. 

EMMA DAWSON
You didn’t- 

WILL DAWSON
Remember that necklace you saw when 
we were in town the other weekend.

Emma nods unable to stifle her smile. 
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WILL DAWSON
You said it was the most beautiful 
thing you had ever seen, and I 
thought the most beautiful woman 
deserved to have it. 

Will props open the box revealing a silver chain laced with 
tiny intricate diamonds. 

EMMA DAWSON
It’s beautiful. 

WILL DAWSON
I love you.

EMMA DAWSON
I love you too, asshole.

Will smiles. 

WILL DAWSON
Turn around.

Emma turns and moves her hair to reveal her neck. 

Will takes the necklace from the box gently and clips it 
around her neck. Emma turns around and looks at him.

Will kisses Emma.

WILL DAWSON
Now I’m ready.

EMMA DAWSON
Don’t start thinking you’re off the 
hook now. 

Will leads Emma out of the room. 

INT. RESTAURANT - EVENING

The HOSTESS seats Will and Emma at a small table.

The WAITER comes over and pours water into their glasses.

WILL DAWSON
Can we get the Riesling?

WAITER
Of course. 

The waiter walks away. 
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EMMA DAWSON
So, I saw that girl on the news 
this morning. Do you have any 
suspects?

WILL DAWSON
One, but the only evidence we have 
is that he may have followed her. 
There’s no DNA, no motive, nothing. 

EMMA DAWSON
That poor girl, and her family. 

The waiter returns and pours them each a glass of wine.

WILL DAWSON
(to waiter)

Thank you.

WILL DAWSON
(to Emma)

Don’t go out at night without me 
for a while, okay?

EMMA DAWSON
Why? 

WILL DAWSON
I’m worried she won’t be the only 
victim. I think we might have 
something much-

Will is interrupted by an incoming call from Donnie. He 
answers.

EMMA DAWSON
Why didn't you turn your calls off?

WILL DAWSON
Donnie, can this wait?

DONNIE PEIRCE (V.O.)
Not if you want to talk to this 
guy, we don’t have enough evidence 
to hold him. I suggest you get down 
here now. 

WILL DAWSON
I’m with my wife.

DONNIE PEIRCE (V.O.)
Did you not hear me? There’s not 
enough evidence to charge him with 
anything. 

(MORE)
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He can walk out the door now and we 
wouldn't be able to do a damn 
thing.

WILL DAWSON
Ok, I’m coming.

Will stands up and slides into his jacket.

EMMA DAWSON
Will?

WILL DAWSON
I have to go. They have the guy at 
the station and he could walk any 
minute.

EMMA DAWSON
You can’t be serious.

WILL DAWSON
Emma! A girl is dead! She’s dead, 
and it’s my job to find out who did 
this to her. 

Emma stares at her husband unsure how to respond.

WILL DAWSON
I’m sorry. 

Will leaves.

Emma looks down at her wine.

INT. POLICE STATION - NIGHT

Will struts into the station briskly.

WILL DAWSON
Where is he?

DONNIE PEIRCE
He’s in room three. I suggest you 
don’t go too hard on him, you’re 
not going to get much if he walks.

Will bursts into the room.

Daniel Bloom is seated at the steal table. He looks up at 
Will impatiently.

DONNIE PEIRCE (V.O.) (CONT'D)
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DANIEL BLOOM
When can I get out of here, man? I 
haven’t done nothing. 

WILL DAWSON
I’m Detective Dawson. Sorry about 
the wait, I just have a few 
questions for you. 

Will sits down across from Daniel. 

WILL DAWSON
Do you recognize this girl?

Will slides a holographic picture of Kate to Daniel’s system. 

Daniel studies the photo. He looks up at Will unsure what to 
say. 

DANIEL BLOOM
I don’t know, maybe I’ve seen her 
around. Why? 

WILL DAWSON
She was found murdered this 
morning. 

DANIEL BLOOM
And what, you think I did it?

WILL DAWSON
I’m not accusing you of anything, I 
just want to know if you saw 
something. You were at the bar she 
works at last night, and it’s not 
looking so good on your end, it 
looks like you followed her.

DANIEL BLOOM
I didn’t kill nobody, man!

WILL DAWSON
I’m not saying you did, but you did 
follow her. So, make this easy on 
both of us and tell me what you 
know.

DANIEL BLOOM
Should I get a lawyer?

WILL DAWSON
I don’t know, should you?

Daniel looks down at his hands.
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DANIEL BLOOM
Okay, I did follow her out, but not 
to her house or anything. 

WILL DAWSON
Why?

DANIEL BLOOM
I didn’t hurt her, I would never 
hurt anybody. I like her ok... I 
liked her. I’m not much of a ladies 
man, obviously, and I didn’t know 
how to approach her.

WILL DAWSON
So you stalked her?

DANIEL BLOOM
It wasn’t like that. I just hoped 
maybe she would notice me. 

WILL DAWSON
Did she?

DANIEL BLOOM
No.

WILL DAWSON
Did that make you angry?

DANIEL BLOOM
How many times do I have to tell 
you I didn’t hurt her! Now are you 
going to charge me or can I leave, 
I don’t know what else you want me 
to tell you. I left when she left, 
but I didn’t follow her, I watched 
her turn down the street and then I 
got on my bus and went home. 

WILL DAWSON
A bus?

DANIEL BLOOM
Yeah?

WILL DAWSON
Do you know the bus number?

DANIEL BLOOM
I don’t know, It’s the one that 
stops on Benton. 

Will get’s up and opens the door.
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WILL DAWSON
Donnie!

Donnie comes around the corner into view.

WILL DAWSON
Can you look at security footage on 
the bus that stops on Benton, see 
if you can match Bloom on there 
last night.

DONNIE PEIRCE
Ok.

Donnie walks away, Will shuts the door and sits back down. 

WILL DAWSON
How long have you been watching 
her?

DANIEL BLOOM
You make me feel like such a creep, 
dude. Haven’t you ever liked 
someone, like really liked someone, 
so much that you don’t remember how 
to act normal around them?

WILL DAWSON
I have.

Grief washes over Daniel’s face as he takes in everything.

DANIEL BLOOM
She’s really dead? You’re sure it’s 
her?

WILL DAWSON
I’m sorry. 

Donnie walks into the room.

DONNIE PEIRCE
He’s telling the truth, he was on 
that bus.

Will turns and looks at Daniel.

WILL DAWSON
Thank’s Donnie.

Donnie nods and leaves.
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DANIEL BLOOM
You better catch the bastard that 
did this.

WILL DAWSON
We will. 

DREAM SEQUENCE -  EXT. RIVERBANK - NIGHT

Calm waves wash over the rocks on the bank of the river.

Kate SCREAMS, breaking the silence.

Will pins Kate to the ground and struggles with her.

Will stabs Kate repeatedly, staring down at her emotionless.

KATE YORKSHIRE
Stop! Please!

Kate chokes uncontrollably and loses her will to fight. 

Life leaves her eyes and her head rolls back limply.

END DREAM SEQUENCE:

INT. DAWSONS HOUSE - BEDROOM - NIGHT

Will jolts up in bed covered in sweat. There is a loud 
RINGING in his ears. He reaches for the back of his neck. 

Emma sits up.

EMMA DAWSON
What’s wrong?

The ringing stops.

Will controls his breathing.

WILL DAWSON
Nothing, I’m fine. Just a 
nightmare, go back to sleep. 

Emma rolls back over. 

Will stares blankly ahead in shock of what he just saw.
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INT. POLICE STATION - MORNING 

Will walks into the station with a cup of coffee in his hand. 

Donnie briskly walks up to Will.

DONNIE PEIRCE
There’s another body.

EXT. OVERPASS - MORNING

Will and Donnie approach the body. The forensic team, swarmed 
around the victim, moves out of the detectives’ way. 

A GIRL with brown curly hair, and glossy eyes lays before 
them.

DONNIE PEIRCE
At least this one is clothed. 

Will looks into the girl’s eyes. 

MEMORY FLASH:

Will drives the knife into Kate as she screams.

END MEMORY FLASH.

Will shakes himself back to reality. The RINGING noise 
returns. 

DONNIE PEIRCE
You all right there, Dawson?

WILL DAWSON
I’m fine. Just haven’t quite woken 
up yet.

Will reaches out and lifts the woman’s shirt revealing her 
torso.

There is a dragonfly painted in blood on her stomach. 

WILL DAWSON
It’s the same guy. 

DONNIE PEIRCE
What the hell does the dragonfly 
mean?
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WILL DAWSON
I don’t know. 

Will examines the thin bruises around her neck.

WILL DAWSON
She was strangled this time, not 
stabbed. 

DONNIE PEIRCE
Is that supposed to mean something?

WILL DAWSON
Maybe.

DONNIE PEIRCE
I think we should figure out what 
that firefly means. That’s the only 
thing we have to go on. 

Will looks into the girl’s eyes. 

INT. POLICE STATION - EVENING 

Will filters through pictures of fireflies, searching for a 
match similar to the killer’s markings. 

The computer hits a match. It’s a logo. 

Will digs further into the page to find the company the logo 
represents. FIREFLY TECHNOLOGIES. 

Will clicks through there website. They manufacture tech 
versions of everyday items. 

He clicks on the about page to find a photo of GARY FRAISER, 
the CEO. 

Will runs Fraiser through the system. He comes up clean, no 
criminal background. 

WILL DAWSON
Donnie.

Donnie turns around in his chair at his desk. 

WILL DAWSON
Check this out. 

Will sends the information on Fraiser to Donnie.
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WILL DAWSON
He doesn’t have any criminal 
history, but it could be an 
employee. 

A CALL from Kate pops up in front of Will. 

WILL DAWSON
Hey, honey. 

EMMA DAWSON
Are you coming home tonight, or are 
you going to be out until three AM 
again?

WILL DAWSON
What do you mean?

EMMA DAWSON
Just come home tonight, please.

WILL DAWSON
But I wasn’t-

Kate hangs up. 

Will shakes his head confused.

DONNIE PEIRCE
I say we go pay this guy a visit. 
It’s the only lead we got.

EXT. FIREFLY TECHNOLOGIES - EVENING 

Will and Donnie walk briskly up the marble steps into the 
tall glass building. 

INT. FIREFLY TECHNOLOGIES - EVENING 

Will and Donnie approach the SECRETARY at the simplistic 
desk. The walls are strikingly white and blank. There is a 
firefly logo on the wall behind the desk lit neon green. 

DONNIE PEIRCE
We’d like to speak with Gary 
Fraiser.

SECRETARY
Do you have an appointment?

23.



DONNIE PEIRCE
No.

SECRETARY
You’ll need to set up an 
appointment to see him.

Donnie and Will flash their badges. 

DONNIE PEIRCE
Detective Peirce and Dawson. We’d 
like to have an appointment. 
Immediately. 

The secretary nervously gets up from her chair. 

SECRETARY
Right this way. 

The secretary lead’s the detectives to the elevator. 

They exit the elevator and walk down a long corridor. 

She stops outside of an office door. 

SECRETARY
He’s in there. 

The secretary walks back to the elevator. 

INT. FIREFLY TECHNOLOGIES - FRAISER’S OFFICE - EVENING

FRAISER is seated at his desk. His office is all windows. He 
looks to be trapped in a glass box. 

Fraiser looks up from his computer and raises his glasses to 
his forehead. 

GARY FRAISER 
Can I help you, gentleman?

DONNIE PEIRCE
We have a few questions for you Mr. 
Fraiser.

Donnie flashes his badge. 

GARY FRAISER
Please, have a seat, detectives.

Fraiser stands up and goes to a bookshelf. There are several 
liquor bottles on one of the shelves, along with glassware. 
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Fraiser pours himself a drink. 

GARY FRAISER
Would either of you like a drink?

WILL DAWSON
That’s all right. If you’d take a 
seat, Mr. Fraiser. We’ll only take 
a moment of your time. 

Gary returns to his desk with a glass of scotch and sits 
down.

GARY FRAISER
Please, call me Gary. So what’s 
this about?

WILL DAWSON
There have been a couple of 
murders, and for some reason, your 
logo is all over them. Would you 
have any idea why?

Fraiser looks at them in shock.

GARY FRAISER
No, not at all. Are you sure?

WILL DAWSON
Quiet sure. I ran the comparison 
myself. It’s almost a perfect 
match. 

GARY FRAISER
That’s strange, isn’t it?

DONNIE PEIRCE
Maybe you could clear some things 
up for us. 

GARY FRAISER
Of course, anything to help. 

WILL DAWSON
How many employees do you have 
working here?

GARY FRAISER
Oh, let’s see, around eighty within 
all the departments. 

WILL DAWSON
Do you run background checks on all 
of your employees?
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GARY FRAISER
Of course. 

WILL DAWSON
Is there anyone that stands out to 
you? Maybe a scuff on their record, 
or someone you had to turn away. 
Anyone to your knowledge that may 
have something against your 
company?

Fraiser looks out the window and takes a sip. 

GARY FRAISER
No one comes to mind. I don’t spend 
a lot of time with the employees.

WILL DAWSON
I see. 

Donnie looks around the mostly empty office.

DONNIE PEIRCE
So what exactly do you do here?

GARY FRAISER
We manufacture and program a number 
of everyday electronic devices. 

(points at Donnie's breast 
pocket)

That cigarette is one of ours. Our 
team designed it last year. 

DONNIE PEIRCE
No shit.

Donnie pulls the cigarette out and looks at it. 

GARY FRAISER
We’re currently working on a pair 
of eyeglasses. Can’t give you much 
detail, but it’s going to be a big 
seller. 

WILL DAWSON
Could you give us a list of your 
department heads?

GARY FRAISER
Of course. 

Fraiser sends the list to the detectives’ implants through 
his computer. 
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GARY FRAISER
You know, thinking about it, you 
might want to talk to Jim. He’s the 
head of software development. HR 
has had a couple of complaints 
about him from some female 
programmers. 

WILL DAWSON
Thanks for your help. 

GARY FRAISER
His department is on the third 
floor. Let me know if there’s 
anything else I can do to help. 

DONNIE PEIRCE
Will do. Thanks. 

Will and Donnie leave Fraiser’s office. 

INT. FIREFLY TECHNOLOGIES - CORRIDOR/ELEVATOR - DAY 

Will and Donnie press the elevator button. The door opens and 
they step inside.

DONNIE PEIRCE
What are you thinking?

WILL DAWSON
I don’t think he has anything to do 
with it. He seemed genuine. 

DONNIE PEIRCE
I agree. Maybe this Jim will be a 
little more interesting.

INT. FIREFLY TECHNOLOGIES - THIRD FLOOR - DAY

Will and Donnie step out of the elevator and into a huge room 
filled with computers and tech gear. 

Programmers fill the area. 

JIM approaches the detectives. He is in his early 30’s, 
wearing jeans and a flannel shirt. He has glasses on. 

JIM
Can I help you find something?
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DONNIE PEIRCE
Detectives Peirce and Dawson. Are 
you Jim?

Jim runs his hand through his hair anxiously. 

JIM
Whatever she said, it’s not true. 

DONNIE PEIRCE
Who?

JIM
Kelly? My girlfriend. That’s why 
your here right?

WILL DAWSON
We’re here under different 
circumstances. 

Jim stares at them awkwardly. 

JIM
Sorry. She’s called the cops on me 
a couple of times. 

WILL DAWSON
For what?

JIM
She likes to exaggerate things. We 
fight, I may push her around a 
little, but I never hit her and she 
always pushes back. 

DONNIE PEIRCE
Sounds like a gem. Do you have 
somewhere private we could ask you 
a few questions?

JIM
Sure, my office is this way. 

Jim leads them to a small office. 

INT. FIREFLY TECHNOLOGIES - JIMS OFFICE - DAY

There is a window looking out at the programmers. 

Jim sits at his desk.

Will and Donnie pull up chairs. 
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JIM
So, what’s this about?

Donnie pulls out photographs of both the victims and slides 
them across the desk. 

DONNIE PEIRCE
Do you recognize either of these 
women?

Jim examines the photos. 

JIM
No... should I?

WILL DAWSON
Not necessarily. We’re just trying 
to figure out why they were left 
with your companies logo. 

JIM
Left?

DONNIE PEIRCE
They were murdered. 

JIM
I’m sorry to hear that, but what 
does this have to do with me? 
Plenty of people work here. 

WILL DAWSON
We are just trying to get as much 
information as possible. Do you 
have anything you could tell us? 
Have you noticed or heard anything 
suspicious?

Jim leans back in his chair. He looks past the detectives and 
out the office window to watch the programmers. 

JIM
I’m sorry, but I can’t help you. I 
have no idea. 

WILL DAWSON
All right. Sorry to bother you, 
give us a call if you hear 
anything. 

JIM
Sure. 
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EXT. FIREFLY TECHNOLOGIES - DAY

Will and Donnie exit the building. 

DONNIE PEIRCE
What do we do now? 

WILL DAWSON
I don’t know. Let me sleep on it.

DONNIE PEIRCE
I’ll see you at the office in the 
morning. 

Will and Donnie go there separate ways. 

INT. WILLS CAR - DAY 

Will climbs into his car and places the electronic cigarette 
in his mouth. He starts his car and drives. 

INT. POLICE STATION - NIGHT

Donnie sits at his desk looking over the case files. 

His implant beeps. Emma is calling. He accepts the call.

DONNIE PEIRCE
Emma? 

EMMA DAWSON
Is Will with you?

DONNIE PEIRCE
No, he went home after we checked 
out Firefly. 

EMMA DAWSON
He hasn’t come home. 

DONNIE PEIRCE
Don’t worry, he probably got caught 
up with something in the case. I’ll 
find him. 

EMMA DAWSON
This late?

DONNIE PEIRCE
You and I both know when that man’s 
on a case, he won’t stop until he 
solves it. Try not to worry. 
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EMMA DAWSON
Thank’s, Donnie. 

Donnie ends the call. 

He opens up his implants holographic menu and calls Will. 

Will doesn’t answer.

He gets up and goes to Will’s desk. 

Donnie shuffles through Will’s files on his computer. There’s 
nothing out of the ordinary. 

Donnie turns and scratches his head stumped. He grabs his 
jacket and leaves the station. 

EXT/INT. WILLS HOUSE - NIGHT

Will is standing at his front door. There is a loud RINGING 
from his IMPLANT. He grabs his ears.

Will spins around unsure of where he is, or how he got there. 
He calms down when he recognizes his front door. 

Will looks down and sees fresh blood on his hands. In a 
panic, he wipes his hands on his coat. He looks down at his 
unclean hands with fear in his eyes. 

Will opens the front door, using his sleeve as a barrier 
between the doorknob and his hand. 

He walks into the dark kitchen and looks up at the clock. It 
reads 1:20 AM.

Will walks to the bathroom and tosses his jacket on the 
floor. He washes his hands quickly. Blood swirls down the 
drain. 

Will looks at himself in the mirror. He touches his hand to 
the blood streak running down his cheek. It looks like a 
bloody hand had grabbed his face. His hair is disheveled, and 
his eyes wildly examine his unrecognizable appearance. 

He quickly washes the blood from his face and washes his hair 
in the sink.

EMMA DAWSON (O.S.)
Will?

Will abruptly turns to the bathroom door. Emma is standing in 
her pajamas with her arms crossed in front of her. 
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WILL DAWSON
Emma...

EMMA DAWSON
Where have you been?

Will looks around, at a loss for words. 

WILL DAWSON
Working. 

EMMA DAWSON
Donnie said you went home hours 
ago.  

EMMA DAWSON
Donnie?

WILL DAWSON
You keep staying out all hours of 
the night and not telling anyone 
where you are going! What is going 
on with you!?

WILL DAWSON
I don’t understand. 

EMMA DAWSON
Are you having an affair?

WILL DAWSON
What? No, no! You know I would 
never do that to you.

EMMA DAWSON
Then what’s going on!

Will looks down, unable to catch his breath. 

WILL DAWSON
I don’t know. 

EMMA DAWSON
What do you mean you don’t know?

WILL DAWSON
I can’t remember. 

EMMA DAWSON
Will.

WILL DAWSON
I keep waking up and not knowing 
how I got there. 

(MORE)
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The last thing I remember was 
leaving the Firefly building and 
next thing I know I’m standing at 
our doorstep. 

EMMA DAWSON
Your not making any sense. 

WILL DAWSON
Somethings wrong with me. 

EMMA DAWSON
You’re insane. 

Emma slams the bathroom door and walks back to the bedroom. 

Will turns to the mirror and looks at his reflection. He 
turns his head to get a look at the implant in the back of 
his neck. He touches it gently. 

EXT. ALLEYWAY CRIME SCENE - DAY

Will exits his car and approaches the yellow crime scene 
tape. 

A woman’s body is on the ground next to a dumpster. 

Will takes a deep breath and goes under the tape to get to 
the victim. 

He approaches her slowly. His IMPLANT RINGS and he grabs his 
neck instinctively. 

FORENSIC EXPERT
Multiple stab wounds in her chest. 
No sign of any other trauma. She is 
marked with the firefly as well. 

Will bends down and lifts the victim’s shirt to reveal the 
firefly on her stomach. 

FORENSIC EXPERT
We haven’t found the knife yet, but 
we have a couple of officers 
searching the area.

WILL DAWSON
Ok. 

Donnie maneuvers under the crime scene tape and approaches 
Will. 

WILL DAWSON (CONT'D)
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DONNIE PEIRCE
Where were you last night?

WILL DAWSON
I was out. 

DONNIE PEIRCE
Your wife is pissed. 

WILL DAWSON
I know. 

DONNIE PEIRCE
Your not...

WILL DAWSON
No, Donnie! 

DONNIE PEIRCE
Ok, ok. Just figured I’d ask. You 
don’t have to tell me what you’re 
up too, but you should tell Emma. 

Will looks back at the victim. 

WILL DAWSON
She’s one of the fireflies. 

DONNIE PEIRCE
Of course. Any new leads to go on?

WILL DAWSON
No. 

Will stands up and walks back towards the street.

DONNIE PEIRCE
Where are you going? We just got 
here.

Will doesn’t acknowledge Donnie. 

Will turns the corner. His IMPLANT RINGS and he grabs his 
neck. 

DONNIE PEIRCE
Will!

MEMORY FLASH: 

It is late. Will walks out of the alley wielding a knife. The 
female victim is on the ground partially hidden by the 
dumpster. 
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He tosses the knife into a trash can down the street.

END MEMORY FLASH.

EXT. STREET - DAY 

Will runs to the trash can from his memory. 

He spins around to make sure no one is around. 

Will reaches into the trash can and digs around inside.

He pulls out a bloody knife.

Will looks down at it in shock. He looks back at the crime 
scene. No one is paying attention to him. 

Will quickly stuffs the knife in his inside coat pocket and 
walks off. 

EXT. IMPLANT CENTER - DAY

Will gets out of his car and walks up to the Implant Center. 
He discreetly tosses the murder weapon in a trash can outside 
the center. 

INT. IMPLANT CENTER - DAY 

Will briskly approaches the front desk. The secretary looks 
up at him with a smile. 

WILL DAWSON
I need to see a technician. Now. 

INT. IMPLANT CENTER - EXAMINATION ROOM - DAY  

Will sits on the steal table anxiously. 

The technician enters the room and stands in front of Will.

TECHNICIAN
Still having problems, Mr. Dawson. 

WILL DAWSON
It’s gotten worse. 

TECHNICIAN
How so?
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WILL DAWSON
I’m having blackouts. There are 
periods of time that I can’t 
remember. 

TECHNICIAN
That’s certainly unusual. You sure 
it has something to do with your 
implant?

WILL DAWSON
When I wake up my implant makes 
this awful ringing noise. It does 
the same thing when I get little 
glimpses of memories from my 
blackouts. It has to be what’s 
causing it. 

TECHNICIAN
I can run another diagnostics test, 
but if it comes up clear again, I’m 
not sure what I can do for you. 
I’ve never had a case like this. 

WILL DAWSON
A case like what?

TECHNICIAN
Well, from what you’re describing, 
it’s like a virus, but in your 
implant. But that’s nearly 
impossible. 

WILL DAWSON
But it’s not impossible?

TECHNICIAN
Well no, but The implants were 
designed with such strong 
firewalls, it’s nearly impossible 
to hack into them and access your 
recorded memories, or anything for 
that matter. 

WILL DAWSON
How would you do it?

TECHNICIAN
If someone was to hack into your 
implant they would need to make a 
physical connection to it, like I 
do when I run diagnostics. I 
physically connect to your implant. 

(MORE)
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The hacker would have to make a 
connection. It works almost like a 
USB. 

WILL DAWSON
How could they do that?

TECHNICIAN
They would need a device that works 
like a USB carrying whatever virus 
or software they wish to send to 
your implant. Since your implant is 
connected to your central system, 
they could also do it biologically.

WILL DAWSON
What do you mean?

TECHNICIAN
Like through your blood, airways, 
like any other biological virus. 

WILL DAWSON
So it is possible.

TECHNICIAN
Possible, but unlikely without you 
knowing. 

WILL DAWSON
Can you see what I’m doing? If you 
connect to my implant?

TECHNICIAN
During your blackouts?

WILL DAWSON
Yes. Is there a way to access my 
retinal cameras? So you can see 
what I see?

TECHNICIAN
Even if I could, it’s illegal. 
You’re a cop, you know that. Only 
you can access your memories. If 
you are being hacked, all they can 
do is reprogram whatever aspect 
they want. Nothing goes back to 
them. 

Will runs his hands through his hair.

WILL DAWSON
So what can I do?

TECHNICIAN (CONT'D)
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TECHNICIAN
The only thing you can do is figure 
out how they are hacking into your 
implant. 

WILL DAWSON
Can you just take it out?

TECHNICIAN
The installation is irreversible. 

WILL DAWSON
You have to do something! I need 
this out of my head!

The technician closes the gap between him and Will. He looks 
down at him concerned.

TECHNICIAN
What is happening during your 
blackouts?

Wills’ eyes begin to water. 

WILL DAWSON
I can’t tell you. I can’t tell 
anyone. 

INT. POLICE STATION - DAY 

Will walks into the station and sits down at his desk. 

Donnie gets up from his desk and approaches Will. 

DONNIE PEIRCE
Where did you go this morning?

Will doesn’t take his eyes off of his computer. 

WILL DAWSON
I had something to take care of. 

DONNIE PEIRCE
What’s going on with you?

Will looks up. 

WILL DAWSON
Nothing. 
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DONNIE PEIRCE
I’ve been your partner for years. I 
know when somethings off. I’ve 
never seen you like this before. 

WILL DAWSON
I’m fine. 

Donnie looks down at Will suspiciously. He takes a deep 
breath and goes back to his desk. 

Will goes back to his computer. He is researching implant 
hacking.  

INT. WILLS HOUSE - DAY 

Will walks into the kitchen and sets his bag on the counter 
top. Emma enters from the living room. 

EMMA DAWSON
Home early today.

Will goes to the fridge and grabs a beer. 

EMMA DAWSON
Are you going to talk to me?

Will sits down on the couch and takes a sip. 

EMMA DAWSON
Will!

WILL DAWSON
What do you want me to say?

EMMA DAWSON
Tell me what’s going on with you! 
I’m your wife!

Will looks down at the floor.

EMMA DAWSON
I think you should go. 

Will looks up at his wife. He set’s the beer on the coffee 
table and stands. 

EMMA DAWSON
That’s it? You’re just going to 
leave?

Will stops at the door and looks at Emma. 
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WILL DAWSON
I love you. I love you so much, but 
I don’t want to hurt you.

EMMA DAWSON
This is hurting me, Will! 

Will leaves. 

Emma wipes the tears from her eyes and calls Donnie. 

Donnie answers. 

EMMA DAWSON
He just left. 

DONNIE PEIRCE
Ok. 

INT. DONNIE’S CAR - NIGHT 

Donnie watches Will pull out of the driveway. He follows him. 

INT. WILLS CAR - NIGHT 

Will drives. He breathes heavily and frantically scratches at 
the back of his neck. 

Will takes the electronic cigarette from his breast pocket 
and sticks it between his teeth. 

Will stops at a stop light and pulls the cigarette out of his 
mouth and looks down at it. 

He turns it over in his hand and looks at the firefly logo. 

Will’s eyes light up with realization. 

WILL DAWSON
Like a USB...

Will slams his fist on the steering wheel. 

WILL DAWSON
Directions to firefly industries.

The holographic GPS appears in front of him. He turns his car 
onto the next street. 

His IMPANT RINGS. 

Will screams and grabs his neck. 
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INT. DONNIE'S CAR - NIGHT

Donnie stays close behind Will. 

DONNIE PEIRCE
(under his breath)

Where are you going?

Donnie follows Will until he finally pulls onto the side of 
the road. Will get’s out of his car and walks into a bar. 

Donnie sits back in his seat and watches from across the 
street. 

INT. DONNIE’S CAR - NIGHT - HALF HOUR LATER 

Donnie is nearly asleep in the driver’s seat, but he keeps 
his eyes on the bar. 

A woman exits the bar and walks down the street. 

Will exits shortly behind her.

Donnie sits up in his seat and watches. 

Will follows the woman. 

Donnie starts his car and creeps down the road behind them. 

Will grabs the woman and drags her into the alley. The woman 
screams. He muffles her screams with his hand. 

Donnie quickly pulls off and jumps out of his car.

EXT. STREET - NIGHT

Donnie sprints across the street and into the alley. 

Will is on top of the woman strangling her. 

DONNIE PEIRCE
Will!

Donnie runs and pulls Will off of the woman. He punches him 
in the face. 

Will falls onto his back. His eyes are glazed over. 

Donnie takes a timid step away from him. He looks down at the 
woman. She is crying hysterically and clutching her throat As 
she tries to grasp her breath. 
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Donnie grabs Will by his collar and stares into his empty 
eyes. 

DONNIE PEIRCE
Will!? Will!?

Donnie slaps Will across the face. 

DONNIE PEIRCE
Wake up damnit!

Donnie shakes Will violently. 

Will’s eyes return to normal. He looks up at Donnie, then 
takes in his surroundings. He stares at the woman on the 
ground.

Noticing his gaze, the woman pushes herself away from him on 
the ground. 

DONNIE PEIRCE
Will?

Will pushes Donnie off and runs to his car frantically. 

Donnie stands up and stares after him. 

Donnie turns back to the woman on the ground. He goes to her 
and kneels. He flashes his badge. 

DONNIE PEIRCE
Are you all right?

INT. WILLS CAR - NIGHT

Will speeds down the street, running a stop sign.

He pulls into his driveway and jumps out of the car. 

Will runs inside. 

INT. WILLS HOUSE - NIGHT

Emma is standing in the kitchen. She turns as Will enters the 
house. 

EMMA DAWSON
Will?

WILL DAWSON
I’m sorry. 
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Will is drenched in sweat and breathing frantically. 

EMMA DAWSON
What’s going on?

Will runs to the bathroom and locks himself inside. 

INT. WILLS HOUSE - BATHROOM - NIGHT

Will stares at himself in the mirror. 

EMMA DAWSON (O.S.)
Will!

Emma jiggles the doorknob. 

Will opens up the medicine cabinet and pulls out a shaving 
blade. He grips it in his hand. It’s taking everything he has 
not to break down in tears. 

Will takes a deep breath and places the blade against the 
implant in his neck. 

EMMA DAWSON  (O.S.)
Will open the door!

He walks back into the wall and slides down to the floor. 

Will screams as he digs the blade into the base of his neck.
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