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EXT. GRAND RAPIDS - MORNING 

The CAMERA SWEEPS above the cityscape. Down below, the glass 
buildings and veins of highways are enveloped in a thick 
spring morning fog. 

INT. DR. MILGRIM’S OFFICE - MORNING 

ANNIE (26) sits in front of a wooden desk in a simple, clean 
office. 

Her hands fumble nervously in her lap. A yellow beanie is 
pulled over her long dirty blonde hair, placing a shadow over 
her pale, sunken face.  

She looks out the foggy window, eyes tired and empty. 

DR. MILGRIM (O.S.)
Annie?

Annie snaps back to attention. She swallows, looking as 
though she may cry, but doesn't. 

DR. MILGRIM (55) looks down at his hands, unsure of how to 
proceed. His desk is exceptionally organized and his white 
lab coat clean. Almost too clean. 

ANNIE 
Sorry.

DR. MILGRIM
Milo is experiencing a bout of 
bronchiectasis. It’s very common 
among patients with cystic 
fibrosis. What we’ll do is give him 
a round of antibiotics to make sure 
he doesn't get an infection. 

ANNIE
More medications?

DR. MILGRIM
I know it’s a lot, but we’re doing 
everything we can to keep him 
comfortable. 

Annie bites her thumb and considers. 

ANNIE
Is there anything else we can do?



DR. MILGRIM
At the moment, no. You’re doing the 
best you can. 

Dr. Milgrim tears a sheet of paper from his prescription pad. 
He signs off on it, then passes it to Annie. 

INT. HOSPITAL WING - MORNING 

MILO (8) sits in a plastic chair outside of the doctor’s 
office. He has an old blue beanie pulled over his scraggly 
brown hair and an oxygen tube in his nose.

He patiently kicks his feet back and forth and watches as the 
NURSES pass him by. 

Annie enters the hall from the office. 

ANNIE
Ready?

Milo nods. 

Annie grabs Milo’s hand and leads him down the hall. He drags 
a tattered backpack equipped with his oxygen tank at his 
side. 

INT. CITY BUS - DAY 

Annie watches the city whirl past through the window. Milo 
has his head leaned against it, blowing hot air on the cold 
glass. He coughs. 

Milo notices an OLD WOMAN staring at him pitifully. Milo 
shifts nervously in his seat and tries to ignore her. 

Annie rests her chin on the top of Milo’s head. She notices 
the old woman’s eyes on Milo. She shifts her glance and 
kisses the top of his head. 

EXT. GRAND RAPIDS NEIGHBORHOOD / HOME - DAY 

Annie and Milo exit the bus and walk along the empty 
sidewalk. Annie takes Milo’s hand.  

MILO
Why do you always have to hold my 
hand?

ANNIE
I don’t have to. I just do. 
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MILO
I’m almost nine.

Annie let’s go of his hand. 

They turn and walk up to the front door of the tiny home. The 
wooden siding is worn and chipped.

Posted on the front door is a sheet of paper that reads, in 
bold letters, EVICTION NOTICE. 

Annie pulls the paper down, trying to hide it from Milo. But 
he already read it. 

Annie opens the front door. 

INT. HOME - DAY 

The pair enter the cozy home. Milo tosses his beanie on the 
ground and makes his way to the couch. He clicks on the TV. 

Annie enters the kitchen and sets the eviction notice down on 
the counter. She bows her head into her hands in defeat. A 
row of medications is lined up on the sill in front of her. 

EXT. HOME - NIGHT 

Annie is bent over inside the hood of her car. She lights the 
area around the engine with a flashlight stuck between her 
teeth. 

Annie plugs in the new battery cable and tightens it with a 
wrench. Once the cable feels secure, Annie closes the hood, 
puts the flashlight in her pocket, and gets in the car.

She twists the key. The engine stutters, but won’t start. She 
tries again. Nothing. On the third try, Annie tightens her 
grip on the wheel anxiously. The engine starts.  

Annie leans back into her seat, reaching out her cold fingers 
over the heat vents. She places a cigarette between her teeth 
and lights it.  

Annie takes a drag, then pulls her cellphone from her coat 
pocket. She hesitates, then dials a number. Annie puffs on 
the cigarette while she waits for an answer.  

ANNIE
Dad? I need some help. 
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INT. HOME - DAY 

Annie packs her belongings into boxes that have begun to pile 
up in the living room. They don’t have much, but it’s enough 
to fill her small car. 

Milo enters the living room. He looks down at the ground, 
carrying a box of toys. He sits down and rummages through 
them, noticeably upset.

Annie notices, so she reaches for the stereo and flips it on.

Annie gets on her feet and dances. 

Milo looks up at her and cracks a smile.

Annie extends her hands for Milo to join her. He grabs her 
hands and is pulled to his feet. 

Annie spins Milo around. They laugh and dance among the boxes 
packed with there life.

INT. CAR - DAY

Annie drives the car packed with brown boxes. Milo sits in 
the back, staring out the window. 

The car pulls onto the curb in front of a run-down home. It’s 
in much worse condition than their rental. 

EXT. GRANDPAS HOME - CONTINUOUS 

Milo hops out of the back seat and slings his backpack over 
his shoulder. He pulls his cardboard box of toys close to his 
chest. 

Milo and Annie stand side by side on the sidewalk, looking 
toward the home. 

Annie bends down so that she is face to face with Milo. She 
adjusts his oxygen tubes. 

Milo shoos her hand away. 

ANNIE
It’s only temporary. I promise.

MILO 
Pinky promise?

ANNIE
Pinky promise. 
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They lock pinkies.

Annie and Milo approach the front door. Annie knocks. 

GRANDPA (O.S.)
Just a minute!

Muffled behind the door, an older man erupts into a coughing 
fit, as three DEADBOLTS CLICK unlocked. The door swings open.  

GRANDPA (50) stands in the frame dressed in a pair of ratty 
boxer shorts, a grey t-shirt, and white stained socks. His 
hair is disheveled and grey, and he sports a rough five 
o’clock shadow. 

GRANDPA
Long time, no see, sweet pea. Come 
here. 

Annie hesitates but accepts her father’s hug. 

Grandpa bends down and pat’s Milo on the head. 

GRANDPA
And how are you doing, big guy?

MILO
Okay.

GRANDPA
Nothing wrong with being okay. Come 
in, come in. It’s freezing out 
here. 

Milo looks to his mother for reassurance. Annie pushes him 
inside. 

INT. GRANDPAS HOME - CONTINUOUS 

Annie and Milo enter the main living area of the home. The 
yellowed walls are stained with cigarette smoke, and the 
furniture and decor looks like it hasn't been touched since 
the ‘70s. 

GRANDPA 
Milo, go ahead and take that box 
into the spare room down the hall. 
You can sleep in there and your ma’ 
can stay on the couch. 

MILO
Okay. 
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ANNIE
I’m okay sleeping in there with 
Milo. 

MILO
I’ll be fine, Mom. 

ANNIE
The doctor said I should monitor 
your breathing for a while. 

MILO
No, he didn’t. I’ll yell for you if 
I need you. 

Milo shuffles off to his room. 

Grandpa sits down in his recliner with a loud sigh. He leans 
it back and lights a cigarette. 

ANNIE
Do you mind not doing that inside?

Grandpa looks at Annie peculiarly. He doesn't understand. 
Last time he checked, this was his home. 

ANNIE
Milo. 

GRANDPA 
Oh. Right. 

EXT. HOME - EVENING 

Grandpa sits on the front porch with a cigarette between his 
crooked teeth. He is still in his boxers but added a pair of 
winter boots and a heavy coat. Annie sits beside him and 
lights a cigarette. 

GRANDPA
So, how’s he doing?

ANNIE
He’s the bravest kid I know. 

GRANDPA
He’ll be fine. He’s got Marine 
blood in him. 

Annie smiles. 
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GRANDPA
You should come around more.

ANNIE
I’ve been having trouble with my 
car. 

GRANDPA 
For five years?

Annie isn't sure how to respond, so she doesn’t. She draws 
from the cigarette. 

GRANDPA
I’m always here to help. I know I 
did a shitty job as a father when 
you were growing up, but I don’t 
want to make the same mistakes with 
my grandson. 

They are interrupted by the sound of Milo having a coughing 
fit inside.

MILO (O.S.)
Mom!

Annie quickly puts out her cigarette and runs inside. Grandpa 
shortly follows.

INT. GRANDPAS HOME - CONTINUOUS  

Annie rushes to Milo. He is sitting on the couch, curled up 
in the fetal position and coughing uncontrollably. 

Annie picks him up and sets him on her lap. She holds him and 
vigorously rubs his back, attempting to loosen up the buildup 
in his lungs. 

ANNIE
Grab his oxygen mask!

Grandpa waddles over to the kitchen and grabs the mask. He 
passes it to her quickly.

Annie presses the mask over Milo’s mouth and nose. She holds 
him close and rubs his head as his breathing starts to 
normalize. 

After a few moments, she removes the mask and kisses him on 
the nose. She then replaces the oxygen tubs.  

Grandpa looks down at his grandson in shock.
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GRANDPA
Is that normal?

ANNIE
For him, yes. 

Milo looks exhausted. Annie carries him to his room.

INT. GRANDPAS GUEST BEDROOM - NIGHT

The room is empty, except for a made bed, side table with an 
old lamp, and a wooden dresser. 

Annie lays Milo down gently and pulls the covers to his 
chest. She adjusts the oxygen tank pack on the side table. 

Annie pulls out three medicine bottles from Milo’s bag. She 
unscrews the caps and retrieves a single pill from each 
bottle. 

Annie passes him the pills along with a glass of water from 
the side table. He takes them one by one. 

ANNIE
Do you feel better?

Milo nods. 

MILO
You can sleep in here.  

Milo grasps her hand firmly.

MILO 
Please.  

ANNIE
Okay. I won’t go anywhere. I’m 
right here.

Annie turns off the lamp on the side table and wraps her arm 
around him. 

The room is quiet, except for the slow, struggled inhales 
Milo takes. 

INT. GRANDPAS GUEST BEDROOM - MORNING 

Annie awakes, still curled up next to Milo. He is asleep.

She leans over to listen to his breathing. It sounds okay. 
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Annie slowly gets up, making sure not to wake him. 

She exits the room and slowly closes the door behind her. 

INT. GRANDPAS HOME - MORNING 

Annie enters the kitchen to find her father cooking bacon on 
the stove. GREASE CRACKLES in the cast iron pan. 

GRANDPA
Morning. Hope you like bacon. 

ANNIE
It’s Milo’s favorite. 

Annie sits down at the kitchen table. 

GRANDPA
We should take the boy out today.

ANNIE
There’s not much he can do.

GRANDPA
Well, what about fishing. Doesn't 
take much to do that.

ANNIE
I don’t like him being out in the 
cold for too long. It’s hard on his 
lungs.  

GRANDPA
One of these day’s he’s going to 
get too old for you to baby him. 

ANNIE
He’s sick. 

GRANDPA
He’s also a kid. All he knows is 
hospitals and doctors. He doesn't 
have to grow up being afraid of 
everything.

Annie considers. 

ANNIE
Okay. Fine, but only for a couple 
of hours. 
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EXT. WILDERNESS - DAY 

THE CAMERA SWEEPS above the Michigan wilderness, following 
Grandpa’s old, rusted pickup truck down the road. 

EXT. ROADSIDE - DAY 

Annie helps Milo hop out of the passenger side of the truck.

Grandpa slams the creaky door shut, and opens the tailgate. 

From a metal lock box, Grandpa pulls out three fishing poles 
and a tackle box. 

GRANDPA
You take this one. 

Milo grabs the pole from Grandpa. 

Grandpa hands the other pole to Annie. 

EXT. RIVER - DAY 

Down on one knee, Grandpa holds out a worm to Milo. 

With his free hand, Milo pinches the worm between his fingers 
and brings it up to his face for a closer look. 

Annie expertly cast’s her line. 

Grandpa grab’s the hook from Milo’s pole and guides him in 
placing the worm on. 

GRANDPA
When your mom was a kid and we’d go 
fishing, I’d always have to put the 
worms on for her. 

Milo laughs.

MILO
They’re not scary.

ANNIE
They’re slimy. 

Grandpa releases the hook from his fingers.

GRANDPA
There you go. Now pull it back, and 
let it fly. 
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Grandpa places a hand on the pole and helps Milo cast it out. 

Grandpa casts his pole. The three sit and wait patiently. 

Milo’s bobber plops up and down on the surface.

ANNIE
Milo, look. I think you got 
something biting. 

Milo excitedly stands up. 

GRANDPA
Careful now, don’t scare it off. 

Milo’s pole is yanked forward. 

Grandpa rests a hand on the pole to help Milo. 

GRANDPA
You got it! Okay, now slowly real 
it in. Careful not to break the 
line. 

Milo’s face lights up with glee as he reels in his catch. 

Grandpa pulls the line out of the water and reveals a modest 
sized bluegill. 

Milo smiles wide with excitement. So does Annie. 

Grandpa releases the fish from the hook.

GRANDPA
Hold out your hands. 

Grandpa sets the fish in Milo’s palms.

Milo looks down at the fish, paying close attention to how it 
struggles to breath. 

Annie notices his demeanor shift. 

Milo puts the fish back into the water and lets it go. 

Milo begins to cough. He is having trouble breathing. 

ANNIE
Milo?!

Annie grabs her son’s face. 

ANNIE
Breath, honey. 
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He can’t catch his breathe. 

ANNIE
Milo!?

Grandpa stands by, unsure of what to do. 

ANNIE
Dad, he can’t breathe!

Milo’s starts to go in and out of conciseness. He’s not 
getting enough air.

Annie takes him in her arms and runs back to the truck.

ANNIE
Drive to the hospital!

Grandpa leaves the poles and tackle box behind and runs to 
the driver seat.

Annie climbs into the truck and holds Milo in her arms. 

EXT. WILDERNESS - DAY 

SWEEPING SHOT from above of the truck flying down the country 
road. 

EXT. HOSPITAL - DAY 

The truck squeals to a stop outside the emergency entrance of 
the hospital.

Annie climbs out of the truck and runs through the sliding 
doors with Milo cradled in her arms. 

Grandpa follows but stops outside the hospital doors. He 
looks ahead, unsure if he should follow them inside. 

INT. HOSPITAL - CONTINUOUS

Annie runs to the nurses’ desk.

ANNIE
My son, he can’t breathe!

The NURSE rushes around the counter and takes Milo from 
Annie’s arms. She transfers him to a gurney and runs him down 
the hall. Annie follows, running along with them. 
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TWO DOCTORS grab a hold of the gurney rails and help the 
nurse. 

NURSE 
What happened?

Annie fights back inevitable tears.

ANNIE
He has CF. 

One of the doctors turns and grabs Annie by the shoulders. 

DOCTOR 1
I’m going to have to have you stay 
out here, okay? We will take good 
care of him, I promise. 

ANNIE
No, I can’t leave him!

ER DOCTOR 
Ma’am, we will do everything we 
can. What he needs is for you to 
stay here and let us do our job. 

Doctor 1 turns and runs to catch back up to the gurney. 

Annie stands in the empty hallway, watching as they wheel her 
son into the unknown. 

INT. WAITING ROOM - DAY 

Annie and Grandpa sit in the waiting room with a chair in 
between them.

Annie is chewing her nails impatiently, while grandpa flips 
through a magazine. Unable to focus, he throws the magazine 
down on the table. 

GRANDPA
I feel like your blaming me for 
this. 

ANNIE
I’m not. 

GRANDPA
Yes, you are. 

ANNIE
I told you he was sick!
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The nurses look up from there station, startled. 

Annie lowers her voice. 

ANNIE
I should have said no. 

Grandpa looks down at the floor. 

The nurse emerges from a set of double doors into the waiting 
room. Annie jumps to her feet. Grandpa slowly joins her at 
her side.  

The nurse approaches them.

NURSE
He’s stable. 

Annie let’s out a deep sigh of relief. 

NURSE 
He developed another lung 
infection. We have him on 
antibiotics, but he will need to be 
closely monitored for a few days.  

ANNIE
Can I see him?

INT. HOSPITAL ROOM - DAY 

Annie enters the sterile room. It is quiet, except for the 
constant beep of Milo’s heart rate monitor.  

Milo is connected by tubes to a number of machines. He is 
asleep. 

Annie closes the gap between them and places her hands on his 
cheeks. She kisses him gently on the top of his head. 

Milo’s eyes shutter open.

MILO
Mom?

ANNIE
I’m right here, baby. You’re okay. 

His breaths are labored and raspy. 

MILO
Where’s grandpa?
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ANNIE
He’s here. 

Grandpa steps forward. 

GRANDPA
Hey there, kiddo. 

MILO
Am I dying? 

ANNIE
No, you’re not dying. You’ll just 
have to stay here for a couple more 
days. 

MILO
You won’t leave, right?

ANNIE
I’m staying right here. I promise. 

Annie extends her pinky to him.

Milo slowly lifts his hand and hooks his pinky with hers. 

INTERCUT: FLASHBACK MONTAGE

INT. HOME - DAY 

Milo and Annie dance together in the living room. 

EXT. GRAND RAPIDS NEIGHBORHOOD - DAY 

Milo rides his bicycle down an empty neighborhood street as 
Annie chases after him, cheering him on. 

INT. HOSPITAL - DAY 

Annie races through the hospital wing, pushing Milo in a 
wheelchair. They are laughing. 

INT. CITY BUS - DAY 

Milo drags his finger across the fogged window, drawing a 
heart on the glass. Annie rests her head on his. 
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EXT. CITY PARK - DAY 

Annie runs through the park with Milo on her shoulders. 

Milo pushes Annie on a swing. She’s a bit heavy for him. 

INT. MILO’S BEDROOM - NIGHT 

Annie tucks Milo into bed. She removes his oxygen tubes and 
set’s it on the side table. She kisses him on the forehead. 

END FLASHBACK 
MONTAGE.

INT. HOSPITAL ROOM - DAY 

Annie smiles at Milo. 
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